Commission for the Conservation of
Southern Bluefin Tuna

CCSBT-EC/1810/16
Activities with Other Organisations
Purpose
To receive reports from meetings of other RFMOs, agree on the CCSBT observers to attend
meetings of other RFMOs during 2019 and to consider any other relevant activities with
other organisations.

(1) CCSBT Observers at non-CCSBT meetings
CCSBT Members act as the CCSBT observer at RFMO meetings of interest (e.g. tuna
RFMOs and CCAMLR 1), and the observing Member provides a report back to the CCSBT
on matters of relevance in order to improve coordination with other RFMO’s. The following
Members were nominated at CCSBT 24 to observe the next series of RFMO’s annual
meetings:
• Korea to observe meetings of WCPFC 2;
• Australia to observe meetings of CCAMLR;
• Indonesia to observe meetings of IOTC 3;
• Japan to observe meetings of ICCAT 4; and
• Taiwan to observe meetings of IATTC 5.
These CCSBT observers may have matters of relevance to report back to the CCSBT.
The EC should confirm which Members will act as CCSBT observers to the next series of
RFMO annual meetings.
It should be noted that CCAMLR has already invited the CCSBT to participate as an observer
at its Thirty-seventh annual meetings of the Commission and Scientific Committee, from 22
October to 2 November 2018. After CCSBT 25, the Secretariat will advise CCAMLR of the
CCSBT observer that will attend CCAMLR.
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Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources.
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.
3 Indian Ocean Tuna Commission.
4 International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas.
5 Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission.
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(2) Review of the Arrangement between CCSBT and CCAMLR
CCSBT and CCAMLR entered into a formal three-year cooperative arrangement during
November 2012. The Arrangement was reviewed in 2015 and a modified Arrangement
between CCAMLR and CCSBT was subsequently executed on 30 October 2015 (see
Attachment A). The current Arrangement is now due for review and a decision by both
Commissions, on whether the Arrangement will be renewed, is required during 2018.
The main areas of collaboration between the CCSBT and CCAMLR under the current
Arrangement have included:
• Annual CCSBT reports to CCAMLR covering the global stock assessment of
southern bluefin tuna and the latest southern bluefin tuna catch data classified by
ocean, gear and catching country.
• Annual advice from CCAMLR to CCSBT detailing any catches of southern bluefin
tuna from vessels fishing within the CCAMLR Convention Area. There have been no
such catches during the life of this agreement.
• Reciprocal invitations to meetings of the two organisations.
• Publicising CCAMLR’s IUU vessel list on CCSBT’s web site (CCSBT does not
currently have any vessels on its IUU list for a reciprocal link).
• Exchanges of relevant information between the Secretariats on a broad range of
secretariat-administrative matters.
• Technical discussions between Secretariat staff on data management and MCS
systems.
The CCSBT and CCAMLR Secretariat’s consider that the cooperation between the two
organisations has been beneficial.
The active areas of collaboration have not included all areas of cooperation that are listed in
the arrangement. Nevertheless, all the areas of cooperation listed in the Arrangement remain
relevant and the Arrangement contains the areas of cooperation between the two
organisations that are most likely to occur during the term of a renewed Arrangement.
Consequently, the CCSBT and CCAMLR Secretariats consider that the Arrangement is
suitable as an overarching agreement and that it would be acceptable to renew the
Arrangement in its current form. The Secretariats recognise that progress could be made to
realise additional areas of cooperation listed in the Arrangement. To facilitate enhanced
cooperation, the Secretariats propose to develop an implementation plan for the renewed
Arrangement to describe action items to be undertaken within the agreed areas of
cooperation. The implementation plan will be presented to relevant working groups and the
Commissions 6 of both organisations for their consideration.

Prepared by the Secretariat
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Extended Commission for the CCSBT.
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