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Monitoring on Japanese markets

Abstract:

This document, which is an updated version of CCSBT-CC/0810/21, provides results of the market
monitoring, including the monthly monitoring of the Tsukiji Market. By inputting the updated
market information into the methodology used in the Independent Review of Japanese SBT Market
Data Anomalies (JMR) report, the estimated domestic catch based on the domestic market
information was calculated. Consequently, it is concluded that differences is negligible between

the estimated domestic catch and reported domestic catch.
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1. Background:
Japan changed its domestic regulations for SBT fisheries in April 2006. The new domestic

regulations include 100% landing inspection by government officials, establishment of 8 designated
ports for SBT landing, tagging requirement for individual SBT caught, and prohibition of selling or
buying illegally caught SBT. These regulations are strong enough to ensure the accuracy of
Japan’s reported catch; nonetheless, Japan has been conducting the market monitoring and
presenting its results (i.e. CCSBT-CC/0810/21) to the CCSBT in order to provide further assurance
regarding domestic SBT fisheries management.

Furthermore, at the CCSBT 15, “Australia and Japan expressed their intention to work for
improvement of monitoring of Japanese wholesale markets and Australian SBT farming operations
and report back the results to the 16th Extended Commission Meeting. The Extended Commission
welcomed this cooperative initiative. Members agreed on the need to work cooperatively in order
to clarify the actual global SBT catch to the greatest extent possible.” (See paragraph 17 and 18 of
the CCSBT 15 report)

2. Market information and methodology used in this document:
(1) In-Market Frozen Farmed SBT:

Japan obtained updated information on in-market frozen farmed SBT between 2005 and 2008 from
wholesalers in the Tsukiji Market. The following ratio, which is based on the information from the
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wholesalers, is used to estimate domestic catch based on information from the domestic market in
this document.

Year  Ratio

2005  12.66% (Information from the wholesalers)

2006  15.50% (Information from the wholesalers)

2007  32.37% (Information from the wholesalers)

2008  35.64% (Information from the wholesalers)

2009  35.64% (same as for year 2008)

(2) In-Market Frozen Wild imported SBT:
Japanese government officials and scientists have been visiting the Tsukiji market once a month
since December 2007 in order to obtain information on (a) time lag of SBT caught by Japanese
longline vessels between catching and selling at the market and (b) in-market frozen wild imported
SBT. Japanese government officials and scientists visit the Tsukiji market around 4 AM on Friday
once a month. It has been decided to conduct this monitoring on Friday, because the volume of
SBT sold at the Tsukiji market on Friday is generally larger than on any other days of week.
Detailed results of the monthly monitoring of the Tsukiji Market are described in Attachments 4 and
5. Attachment 4 shows the ratio of domestic and imported frozen wild SBT, and the following
ratio is used to estimate domestic catch based on information from the domestic market in this
document.

Year  Ratio

2005 5% (same as for the JMR report)

2006  12.02% (Linear interpolation with 2005, 2007, 2008, and 2009 ratio)

2007  16.85% (Information from the monitoring at the Tsukiji Market)

2008 - 30.48% (Information from the monitoring at the Tsukiji Market)

2009  37.89% (Information from the monitoring at the Tsukiji Market)

(3) Time lag of SBT caught by Japanese longline between catching and selling at fish market:
The tagging requirement for individual SBT when caught enables a direct calculation of the time
between capture by Japanese longline vessels and sale at the market. The first results using this
approach were given last year’s Extended Scientific Committee meeting (CCSBT-ESC/0809/40).
However, the first results were based on relatively few data (829 individual tag data), and the
continuing monthly monitoring has provided a much larger data (1859 individual tag data). The
results shown in Appendix 5 are based on the larger data and more reliable than those provided last
year. The following formula, which is based on the larger data, is used to estimate domestic catch
based on information from the domestic market in this document.

SBT distributed (sold) Market Year (i) = 0.1% caught in year (i-3) + 7.7% caught in year

(i-2) + 66.8% caught in year (i-1) + 25.4% caught in year (i)

2



(4) Double counting ratio for 2006-2009:
This document uses average double-counting ratio from 2003 to 2005 in the JMR report (Case

1=11.82%, Case 2=4.35%) for 2006 to 2009.

Case 1 Case 2

Year 2003 11.80% 4.54%
2004 12.27% 4.44%

2005 11.39% 4.06%
Average 11.82% 4.35%

(5) Details of calculation:

Regarding other factors, such as off-market domestic wild SBT, this document uses the
methodology which has been used in the JMR report. Details of calculation are included in
Attachments.

3. Result and conclusion:
By inputting the abovementioned updated market information into the methodology used in the

JMR report, the estimated domestic catch based on the domestic market information was calculated.
Consequently, it is concluded that differences is negligible between the estimated domestic catch

and reported domestic catch.

2005 2006 2007 2008

Casel | Case2 | Casel | Case2 | Casel | Case2 | Casel | Case2

1. Estimated domestic catch based 8,554 | 9,419 | 5,059 | 5,669 | 3,186 | 3,630 | 2,925 3,341
on domestic market information

(See Attachment 1, whole weight)

2. Reported domestic catch 7,942 | 7,942 4312 | 4,312 | 3,054 | 3,054 | 3,152| 3,152
including NZ/Japan Joint Venture
(whole weight)

3. Differences (1.-2.) 612 | 1,477 747 | 1,357 132 576 -227 189

Note: Following the CCSBT Rules of Procedure 10.8, the release of this document outside the CCSBT shall

be restricted.
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