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Implementation of the CCSBT Transhipment Resolution 

Background 
 
The Resolution for Transhipment by Large-Scale Fishing Vessels was agreed at CCSBT15 in 
October 2008.  A copy of the resolution is available from the CCSBT website at: 
http://www.ccsbt.org/docs/pdf/about_the_commission/Resolution_Transhipment.pdf 
 
The program comprises of 3 main components: 

• Record of Vessels Authorised to receive Transhipments at-sea, 
• Regional Observer Program, and 
• Deployment Requests and Transhipment Declarations. 

 
The Transhipment resolution came into force on 1 April 2009.  
 
To avoid the duplication of the same measures, ICCAT and IOTC observers may be deemed 
to be participating in the CCSBT program, provided they meet the standards established in 
the CCSBT resolution.  The CCSBT has signed Memorandums of Understanding with both 
ICCAT and IOTC regarding transhipments.  These MOU’s are contained in Attachments A 
and B respectively. 
 
Summary of Transhipments 
A summary of transhipments, aggregated by flag is contained in Attachment C. The 
Secretariat has not provided this summary on a vessel by vessel basis for confidentiality 
reasons, but has this information available if it is required by the Compliance Committee. 
 
At the time of writing this report, a total of 10 transhipments had been notified to the 
Secretariat.  
 
Of the 10 transhipments, only two had Transhipment Declarations that did not declare SBT, 
or that were not revised to declare SBT. The Secretariat became aware of these two 
transhipments through the observer reports. For these two transhipments, neither the carrier 
vessel, nor the two fishing vessels involved were registered on the CCSBT list of Authorised 
Vessels.  However, both transhipments and the associated observer reports are still being 
examined. 
 
Record of Vessels Authorised to receive Transhipments at-sea 
The resolution requires that, prior to transhipping at sea, Members and Cooperating Non-
Members must authorise their LSTLV’s to tranship at sea.  In addition, Members and 
Cooperating Non-members must provide a list of carrier vessels that are authorised to receive 
at-sea transhipments from its LSTLV’s. 
 
Attachment D provides a summary of vessels authorised at the time of writing this paper. 
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Observer Requirements 
All vessels transhipping SBT are required to have a CCSBT observer on board in accordance 
with the Regional Observer Program. The observer is required to submit a report on the 
transhipment within 20 days of the end of the period of observation. 
 
To date observer reports have been submitted for all transhipments since 1 April 2009. 
 
Deployment Requests 
Within the IOTC transhipment program, to enable deployment of observers, Members and 
Cooperating Non-Members intending to tranship SBT submit a request for observer 
deployment. The IOTC “request for deployment form” also contains a requirement to specify 
whether SBT will be transhipped. 
 
To date, only 1 initial deployment request indicated that transhipment of SBT would occur, 
although 3 were later revised to include SBT. 
 
Transhipment Declarations 
The master of the receiving vessel is required to complete and transmit to the Secretariat a 
copy of the Transhipment Declaration, within 24 hours of completion of the transhipment. 
Transhipment Declarations have been received from the IOTC secretariat for all 10 
transhipments of SBT. 
 
To date, seven of the Transhipment Declarations contained information on the transhipment 
of SBT, plus one which was later revised to include SBT. 
 
Implementation of the Resolution 
All of the Transhipments to date have been completed and reported under the MOU with the 
IOTC.  No transhipments have been reported under the MOU with ICCAT.  Some 
implementation issues have been identified and these will be resolved as soon as possible: 
 

• Timeliness of reporting Transhipment Declarations – as the declarations are 
forwarded to the CCSBT Secretariat from the IOTC, it is difficult to establish whether 
the declaration was received within 24 hours of the transhipment. The Secretariat is 
currently investigating options to enhance this exchange of information with the 
IOTC. 

• Initial Deployment requests not indicating SBT – The majority of deployment 
requests have not indicated transhipment of SBT, and while some are later revised to 
include SBT, the Secretariat is often only aware of the transhipment of SBT after 
receiving either the Transhipment Declaration or the Observer report. 

• SBT not being recorded separately by the Observer – observer reports indicate that 
identification of SBT can be difficult during transhipment. As a result, SBT may be 
included as ‘OTHER’ in the report, and includes a mix of tuna like species. 
  

 
 
Prepared by the Secretariat 
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Attachment C

Fishing 
Vessel Flag

Carrier 
Vessel 
Flag

Date range of 
Transhipments

Number of 
Transhipments

Deployment Request 
Received

Transhipment 
Declaration 
Received

Total SBT 
Weight 
declared (kg)

Product 
Type

SBT Weight Estimated by 
Observer 

Taiwan Panama
27-Apr-09 to 
22-Jul-09 4

Yes (some later 
revised to include 
SBT)

Yes (some later 
revised for SBT) 17,413 GG

12,358kg (some SBT not 
recorded by observer)

Taiwan* Taiwan
23-Jul-09 to 
26-Jul-09 2 No

Yes - No SBT 
indicated 0 -

Observer report indicated 
total of 69 individual SBT 
@ 3,611kg

Japan Panama
02-May-09 to 
20-Jul-09 3

Yes - No indication of 
SBT Yes 69,766 GG

Observer did not record 
Tuna species separately

Philippines Panama 7-Jul-09 1 No Yes 21,100 GG

No indication of this 
transhipment in Observer 
report

* These transhipments are currently subject to review between Taiwan, the CCSBT Secretariat and IOTC, as the Observer report indicated SBT, but 
the transhipment declarations did not.

Summary of Transhipments as of 10 September 2009



Attachment D 

Summary of Carrier Vessels Authorised since 1 April 2009. 

Authorising 
State/Fishing 

Entity 

Carrier Vessel 
Flag 

Number of 
Carrier Vessels 

Authorised 
Japan Japan 3
Japan Panama 24
Japan Singapore 2
Philippines Japan 4
Philippines Panama 28
Philippines Singapore 2
Philippines Taiwan 2
Taiwan Japan 2
Taiwan Panama 27
Taiwan Singapore 2
Taiwan Taiwan 2
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