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CCSBT-EC/1310/22

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON REDUCING THE INCIDENTAL
BYCATCH OF SEABIRDS IN LONGLINE FISHERIES
T REICE T R OBFERBEEOHIBICE T S IRER

The Extended Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT),
IR E S ARIGFEES (CCSBT) I ET IR EERIT.

Concerned that some seabird species, notably albatross and petrels, are threatened with global
extinction;
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Recognising the need to strengthen mechanisms to protect seabirds in the Atlantic Ocean,
Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean;
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Recalling the advice of the 9th meeting of the CCSBT Ecologically Related Species Working
Group that the prompt implementation of effective seabird bycatch mitigation measures
should be implemented, without delay;
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Taking into account the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
International Plan of Action for Reducing Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries
(IPOA-Seabirds);
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Further taking into account the FAO Technical Guidelines for Responsible Fisheries
concerning best practices to reduce incidental catch of seabirds in capture fisheries;
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Acknowledging that to date some Members and Cooperating Non-Members have identified
the need for, and have either completed or are near finalising, their National Plan of Action
on Seabirds;
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Noting the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels has established best



practice seabird bycatch mitigation measures for longline fisheries;
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Further recognising the importance of harmonising conservation and management measures
with other organisations responsible for managing international fisheries;
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Resolves that:
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1. Members and Cooperating Non-Members will, to the extent possible, implement the
International Plan of Action for Reducing Incidental Catches of Seabirds in Longline
Fisheries and the FAO Guidelines on best practices to reduce incidental catch of seabirds
in capture fisheries.
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Adopts, in accordance with the provisions of Article 8 of the Convention for the Conservation
of Southern Bluefin Tuna, the following:
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1. Members and Cooperating Non-Members shall collect and record data on seabird

incidental bycatch by species, where possible, and report these annually in accordance
with the Ecologically Related Species Working Group (ERSWG) Data Exchange
requirements (adopted at the Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Commission, 1-4 October
2012). Observers shall to the extent possible take photographs of seabirds caught by
fishing vessels and transmit them to national seabird experts or to the CCSBT Secretariat,
for confirmation of identification.
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2. Members and Cooperating Non-Members shall provide to the Commission as part of their
reports to the annual meetings of the Compliance Committee and the Extended
Commission information on how they are implementing this Resolution.

FEERIC L S



A= RO DEMBET, ZOREE ED L D IZET LIPS HHR
Z, W TFEBR M IEREZBROFERZE~OREDO T TRIET LD LT 5,

3. Members and Cooperating Non-Members shall seek to achieve reductions in levels of

seabird bycatch across all fishing areas, seasons, and fisheries through the use of effective
CCSBT-EC/1310/22 mitigation measures, while giving due consideration to the safety of
crew members and the practicability of mitigation measures.
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4. While fishing south of 25 degrees South latitude in the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

(10TC) or International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT)
areas of competence or while fishing south of 30 degrees South latitude in the Western
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) Area of Competence, Members and
Cooperating Non-Members shall ensure that all longline vessels use at least two of the
three mitigation measures in Table 1. These measures should also be considered for
implementation in other areas, as appropriate, consistent with scientific advice.
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5. Mitigation measures used pursuant to paragraph 4 above shall conform to the minimum
technical standards for these measures, as shown in Table 1.
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6. The design and deployment of tori lines (bird scaring lines) should also meet the
additional specifications for the design and deployment of tori lines provided in Annex 1.
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7. The Scientific Committee, based on the work of the ERSWG and information from
Members and Cooperating Non-Members, will analyse the impact of this Resolution on
seabird bycatch no later than for the 2016 annual meeting of the Extended Commission.
The Scientific Committee and/or ERSWG shall provide recommendations to the
Extended Commission on any modifications that are required, based on the operation of
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this Resolution and/or further international studies, research or advice on best practice on
the issue, in order to make this Resolution more effective.
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8. This Resolution shall enter into force on 1 July 2014.
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CCSBT-EC/1310/23

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT ON ECOLOGICALLY RELATED
SPECIES OF FISHING FOR SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA
PIRHE S AIBEDERRZENEERE~DREBOEMICET IREBR

The Extended Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna,
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Mindful that fishing for southern bluefin tuna can cause incidental harm to other species such
as sea turtles and sharks,
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Recalling the definition of ecologically related species in Article 2 of the Convention for the
Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna,
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Further recalling the requirement in Article 5(2) of the Convention for the Conservation of
Southern Bluefin Tuna that the Parties shall expeditiously provide to the Commission for the
Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna data on, inter alia, ecologically related species, as
appropriate.
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Determined to mitigate interactions with ecologically related species caused by fishing for
southern bluefin tuna,
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Noting the importance of harmonising conservation and management measures with other
organisations responsible for managing international fisheries, as agreed at the Kobe Meeting
of Joint Tuna RFMOs on 26 January 2007,

20074F1H 26 H ICBAfE S L7z P T~ 7 v E IR e S FE B A R 2 A B T 5 A
BOLBY | FHENREEEROTLEZA O OMOEBIORAFE P E & DOFF1D
HEMEICHE L,

Reaffirming the recommendation at the seventh meeting of the Ecologically Related Species
Working Group (ERSWG) held in Tokyo from 3 to 6 July 2007, that Members and
Cooperating Non-Members will provide national reports on their interactions with
ecologically related species in southern bluefin tuna fisheries to the ERSWG,
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Further noting the agreement at the 19th meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of
Southern Bluefin Tuna to consider Australia’s proposal for a binding measure to mitigate the
impact on ecologically related species at the 20th meeting of the Commission,

F20ME B2 BITR W /AR BEERICE T 2 2B O IO ORER 1D 8 %
HEIZD DDA =AM T VT OREZHET 5 & LEBESB R FE CARFER

SRBICBITLEEICHE L.

Resolves that Members and Cooperating Non-Members will, to the extent possible,
implement the International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks
and the FAO Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in Fishing Operations, if they have
not already done so.
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Adopts, in accordance with the provisions of Article 8 of the Convention for the

Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna, the following:
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1. Members and Cooperating Non-Members fishing for southern bluefin tuna shall comply
with all current binding measures aimed at the protection of ecologically related species,
including sea turtles and sharks, from fishing, which are adopted from time to time:
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a) by the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), when fishing in its Area of
Competence,
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b) by the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC), when fishing in
its Area of Competence, and
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c) by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT),

when fishing in its Area of Competence
RKUEFEE S AHERFEBEZES (ICCAT) L A2#HE (20EHEETY 7 TO#
)
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irrespective of whether the Member or Cooperating Non-Member concerned is a
Member of the relevant Commission or otherwise cooperates with it.
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. Members and Cooperating Non-Members will collect and report data on ecologically
related species to the Extended Commission of the CCSBT and/or its subsidiary bodies,
CCSBT-EC/1310/23 as appropriate, including the Ecologically Related Species Working
Group. Ecologically related species data is to be submitted in accordance with the
ERSWG Data Exchange requirements (adopted at the Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the
Commission, 1-4 October 2012).
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. Members and Cooperating Non-Members shall report annually to the Compliance
Committee of the Extended Commission on the actions they have taken in relation to
paragraph 1 above.
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. The Secretariat of the Commission is authorised to collect and exchange relevant data
concerning ecologically related species with the Secretariats of the IOTC, WCPFC and
ICCAT.
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. The Extended Commission will review the operation of this Resolution no later than 2016
with a view to enhancing the protection of ecologically related species from the impacts
of fishing for southern bluefin tuna.
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. The Extended Commission and/or its subsidiary bodies, as appropriate, will undertake an
assessment of the risks to ecologically related species posed by fishing for southern
bluefin tuna. The Extended Commission will consider how to mitigate these risks through
the adoption of conservation and management measures, as required.
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