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Background
BEx

The CCSBT’s Effectiveness of Seabird Mitigation Measures Technical Group (SMMTG), co-
Chaired by Dr Small from BirdLife International, met in Tokyo, Japan from 4 to 6 November 2014.
The SMMTG produced a series of recommendations that were reviewed by the Eleventh Meeting
of the Ecologically Related Species Working Group (ERSWG 11) during March 2015. The
ERSWG 11 meeting supported the SMMTG’s recommendations with some modifications and
provided a set of agreed recommendations at Attachment 4 of the ERSWG 11 report.
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The workplan from ERSWG 12 contains an activity to “Review the CCSBT’s progress against the
modified SMMTG recommendations in Attachment 4 of the Report of ERSWG 11”. This activity
was tasked to the Secretariat with assistance from Members and was scheduled to be completed
before ERSWG 13.
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Progress with the SMMTG Recommendations
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The Secretariat compiled the modified recommendations of the SMMTG together with a summary
of progress against the recommendations into a simple table with recommendations on the left and
progress against the recommendations on the right. Some of the progress items came from the
summary of SMMTG recommendations in the ERSWG 11 report, some were added by the
Secretariat and some were suggested by Dr Small from Birdlife International®. The table of
recommendations and progress against recommendations was then circulated to Members on 20
February 2019 for Members’ comments and for Members to advise on additional areas of progress.
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! The Secretariat contacted Dr Small for comment in her role as co-Chair of the SMMTG. ¥ /J81Z. SMMTG £[Al#ERE TH 5 A
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The summary of progress against SMMTG recommendations, including comments from Members,
is provided at Attachment A for consideration by ERSWG 13.
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There appears to have been substantial progress made against most aspects of the SMMTG
recommendations. The project lead by Birdlife international with cooperation of CCSBT Members
and other countries under the umbrella of the Common Ocean’s ABNJ Tuna Project has been an
important contributor to some of this progress. Further progress is expected during discussion at
ERSWG 13 on papers being developed by Members on the topics of: identification of high-risk
areas; multi-year seabird strategy; and analysis of seabird captures?.
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There are a few SMMTG recommendations where little progress appears to have been made in the
CCSBT context. These include:
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1) Development of mechanisms to facilitate the collection and analysis of DNA from bycaught
birds including reference databases.
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2) Sharing, and encouraging other t-RFMOs to share, documents, formats and procedures for
observer data collection through a dedicated web portal or through the WCPFC-hosted
Bycatch Mitigation Information System (BMIS).
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3) Requesting that the other t-RFMO Secretariats provide brief descriptions of the availability
and resolution of fishing effort data®, including an explicit statement of the assumptions
used in raising that data. BMIS can provide a portal for storing this information and
maintaining it in an updated form. The SMMTG highlighted the need to understand the
degree of overlap in reporting seabird bycatch and associated data to multiple tuna RFMOs.
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4) Development of estimates of background bycatch rates (pre-bycatch mitigation) using
retrospective analyses, in order to compare these to current seabird bycatch rates and assess
effectiveness of tuna RFMO seabird CMMs.
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In relation to “2” and “3” above, progress has been made with the BMIS team to enable CCSBT
contributions to BMIS, so the relevant documents can now be included in BMIS if they are
provided to the CCSBT secretariat.
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With respect to item “4” above, ERSWG 11 expressed varying levels of optimism and assigned
different levels of priority to this task, noting issues with data availability and that high variability
between fleets might hamper the combination of fleets for estimation of an area-wide baseline.
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Prepared by the Secretariat
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https://acap.aq/en/bycatch-mitigation/seabird-bycatch-id-guide
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