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Purpose
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To consider the outcomes of the four joint Tuna RFMO workshops that were held during
2010.
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Four joint tuna RFMO workshops were held during 2010, these being:
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e Joint tuna RFMO meeting of experts to share best practices on the provision of
scientific advice (Barcelona, May/ June, 2010).
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¢ International workshop on improvement, harmonisation and compatibility of
monitoring, control and surveillance measures, including monitoring catches from
catching vessel to markets (Barcelona, June 2010).
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¢ International workshop on tuna RFMO management of issues relating to bycatch
(Brisbane, June 2010).
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¢ International workshop on RFMO management of tuna fisheries (Brisbane, June/July
2010).
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The reports from these workshops are provided as four separate meeting documents
(CCSBT-EC/1010/Info01, CCSBT-CC/1010/Info01, CCSBT-EC/1010/Info02 and CCSBT-
EC/1010/Info03). Two common themes in the recommendations from the workshops were
the importance of accurate data and the need for capacity building for developing States.
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The recommendations from the four workshops are at Attachments A to D respectively.
Across the four reports there are a total of 75 recommendations. The majority of



recommendations from the workshops have either been met by the CCSBT, are under
consideration, have been listed for consideration in the draft strategic plan, or are not relevant
to the CCSBT’s circumstances. However, there also many recommendations that require
separate consideration.
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The reports of the first two workshops (Provision of scientific advice and Harmonisation of
MCS measures) will be considered by the Extended Scientific Committee (ESC) and
Compliance Committee (CC) prior to the meeting of the Extended Commission (EC), so the
EC can be advised on these matters by the outcomes of the ESC and CC meetings.
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It would be appropriate for the recommendations from the Bycatch Workshop to be examined
by the CCSBT’s Ecologically Related Species Working Group (ERSWG). However, this
group might not meet till early 2012, so an interim examination of the recommendations
relating to bycatches at Attachment C is appropriate. CCSBT has already commenced
progressing some of the issues that are the subject of recommendations from the Bycatch
Workshop, but it still has considerable progress to make. Two recommendations that may be
appropriate for early attention® are “2” in relation to standards for bycatch data collection and
“8” in relation to mandatory reporting requirements for bycatch. These two
recommendations can be linked with the CCSBT’s 2008 ERS Recommendation that:
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“Members and Cooperating Non-Members will collect and report data on ecologically
related species to the Extended Commission and/or its subsidiary bodies as appropriate,
including the Ecologically Related Species Working Group”
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No data collection standards or reporting requirements have been specified by the CCSBT.
Hence, no bycatch data® has been reported to CCSBT apart from that in national reports and
this hinders analyses of the SBT fishery’s impact on ERS.

! possibly for intersessional work in advance of the next ERSWG meeting.
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2 With the exception of commercial catch effort data from Australia, New Zealand and Taiwan which includes catches of
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The Bycatch Workshop also recommended that:
“As a matter of priority, establish a joint T-RFMO technical working group to promote
greater cooperation and coordination among RFMOs with the attached Terms of
Reference. The RFMOs are encouraged to expedite the formation of the joint working
group”
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The Terms of Reference for this working group (WG) are provided at Attachment E. The
WG is intended to be small in nature, with only 2-3 representatives from each RFMO. The
Extended Commission should consider possible candidates for the CCSBT representatives of
the group. This could include the next Chair of the ERSWG provided that the Chair is
nominated well before the next meeting of the ERSWG?.
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The last of the four joint tuna RFMO workshops was about management of tuna fisheries and
had a heavy focus on direct management of capacity. Six of the recommendations from this
workshop related to management of capacity (1, 3, 4, 5, 11 and 15). However, CCSBT has
used a TAC and national allocations of the TAC as its primary management tool and has let
its Members decide on the appropriate capacity for taking their allocation of the TAC.
Consequently, within the CCSBT’s draft Strategic Plan, issues related to the management of
capacity have been given a low priority and most issues are not scheduled for action until
2013. Therefore, the Extended Commission should consider to what extent it wishes to
implement the recommendations of the Management Workshop relating to capacity and
whether it wishes to revise the related priorities in the draft Strategic Plan. Regardless of this,
it is worth noting that if required, the Secretariat could implement the first recommendation
(developing a publicly available authorised and active vessel list) using data from the Catch
Documentation Scheme with little difficulty®.
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% Paper CCSBT-EC/1010/11 includes a suggestion that the ERSWG Chair be appointed for a term of at least two meetings
and well in advance of the next meeting in order to progress issues in advance of the meeting. 3¢ CCSBT-EC/1010/11 i
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4 An “active authorised vessel” could be defined as any authorised vessel that caught any SBT in the previous year according
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Apart from the recommendations about capacity, the only recommendation from the
Management Workshop that is not in place or being pursued by the CCSBT is part of
recommendation “6” in relation to cross checking of data with “market landings and
processing establishment data under the competency of tuna RFMOs”. However,
comparisons of total catch data from annual national reports, monthly catch reports and
TIS/CDS are presented to the Compliance Committee for its consideration.
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Finally, in relation to recommendation “2” of the Management Workshop, it is worth noting
that the tuna RFMO Secretariats have agreed on an alternative way of progressing assignment
of unique vessel identifiers® to enable a regularly updated global list of tuna vessels to be
maintained and intend to hold a meeting of database experts in February 2011 to facilitate

this process.
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Prepared by the Secretariat
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® The original approach involved Lloyds Register-Fairplay and required the RFMOs to collect additional information for
vessels in their authorised vessel records. However, none of the tuna RFMOs have made progress in that area. 4 #]D 7 ~°
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