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Executive Summary

BE

This Quality Assurance Review (QAR) report provides an evidence-based review of
Australia’s southern bluefin tuna (SBT) fishery and associated fisheries management against
section 1.1 of CCSBT’s Compliance Policy 1, “Minimum performance requirements to meet
CCSBT Obligations”. The QAR was conducted between April and August 2013, with a key
consultation meeting held with key personnel within the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry (DAFF) and Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) via phone
conference on the 19" June GMT (Table 1).
MEMRAEL B2 — (QAR) MiEEIX, A—ANZUTDOIF I~ (SBT) ¥,
JUY CCSBT JSTHGKE 1 [CCSBT DFEH & AT 572D DIRARBITEM:) o' 7 v
3 2 LUICKT DIEEEHOBEICOW T, FHUZES WL E 2 — 2R 5 b
DTH%, QARIL, 201344 H 6 8 A FTORIZEM S 4L, 7 U = v UIEUERFD
6 H 19 HIZIE, B3 - ¥ - MEE (DAFF) KO —A 7 U 7 i#EEHET
(AFMA) OFEHERBE L Oa YT —va R bHB L (FD .

Australian vessels primarily capture SBT live for transfer to farms off the coast of South
Australia, although there is also a comparatively small direct landings sector which operates
as a component of the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery (ETBF), and historically within the
Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery (WTBF). The operational management of both sectors is
the responsibility of AFMA, which devises and implements all technical measures and
documentation requirements applied to the SBT fishery. The key management instrument is
the application of a Total Annual Catch (TAC) quota. The TAC is set in line with the CCSBT
Allocated Catch (AC), and allocated to individuals and organisations through fully tradable
Statutory Fishing Rights, which also act as a permit to enter the fishery. SFRs also stipulate a
range of operating conditions, including mandatory Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS),
mandatory reporting requirements, and mandatory observer accommodation when requested.
At harvest the large majority of Australian SBT is exported to Japan, although small
guantities are also consumed elsewhere in Asia and in the USA.
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The management systems and processes applied by Australia to the SBT fishery have
successfully ensured that reported Attributable SBT Catch (ASBTC) has been below
Australia’s CCSBT AC. Catches are recorded daily by all fishery participants in gear-specific
logbooks, and returned to AFMA within a short period of the end of the fishing trip. Similar
documentation is completed throughout the farm capture, towing and transfer process,
ensuring estimates of mortality at all stages of the process are ultimately subtracted from the
TAC. Australia has also mandated the completion of CCSBT Catch Documentation Scheme
(CDS) documents, which in addition to their primary role ensuring the tracking of SBT from
capture to sale act as verification of the contents of the Australian national paperwork.
F—=AFZ U TIZE > TSBTIHEICHEHMA SN TWOLEH I ZT AR 1 R,
SBT Al IZ IR BT & &R (ASBTC) #A4—A N7 U 7 D CCSBT sy ifaf
B ERISERNT & 2R L TE e, ERIL, RTOWRERIT X - TRFERE
BT L OEZE R HRCEk S L, BRENIE D 5 £ TORWEIFINIZ AFMA (2
BEND, FRIZBWTEH, B L OHRE T v 2 2 U ClRERD SCEA A F i S
N, EBORTORT—VILBITH2MEFLCEN TAC HOERIIELIIPND, £
7z. A—A M7 U7IL, CCSBT OiffEREHE (CDS) Diwa/e XE b a#HL
THY . SBT OiffE) b ARGE £ THRMEEITBINT 2 & 5 fERMEE D — A 72 %% HI
., A—ARTZUTDOEELTOR— =T —T7 OFIZHHIIAA TS,

Accuracy of SBT catch and mortality estimates is ensured partially through comparison of
the various documentation for consistency, but also through an observer scheme, at-sea and
portside inspections, and the mandatory presence of an AFMA Authorised Agent (AAR)
whenever fish are transferred from a tow vessel into a farm. These measures are also used to
monitor compliance, to some extent, alongside annual audits of all fish receivers and farms
and mandatory VMS. Australia also conducts an internal compliance risk assessment to
identify potential risks of non-compliance and direct monitoring efforts accordingly.
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Australia’s SBT fisheries management systems have been shown to be effective in terms of
the CCSBT minimum performance requirements, with well-established fisheries legislation, a
strong fisheries management regulatory system and established fisheries reporting and
sanctions. The QAR has also identified some weaknesses and risks associated with the
Australian management system. The most significant of these — such as the potential for
under-reporting of SBT mortality, misreporting in catch disposal records, and the risk of
vessels being unable to purchase quota after capture of SBT — have been previously identified
by AFMA. A further key risk, though not specifically affecting Australia’s ability to ensure
commercial catch remains within the AC, is the unquantified but potentially substantial
recreational fishery. Recreational removals do not form part of Australia’s agreed ASBTC,
but represent a source of uncertainty for any estimates of total SBT mortality. To this end the
primary recommendation of the QAR review team is the development of a mechanism to
more accurately estimate recreational removals and report these to the CCSBT — a process
which has already been initiated by AFMA.
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Table 1. Summary of Quality Assurance Review Implementation Information: Australia
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L B o —FEiE Sam Peacock — Country Lead Reviewer
Dave Garforth- Project Lead Reviewer
Oliver Wilson- Support Reviewer
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