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Executive Summary

BEE

This Quality Assurance Review (QAR) report provides an evidence-based review of Korea’s
Southern Bluefin tuna (SBT) fishery and associated fisheries management against section 1.1
of CCSBT’s Compliance Policy 1, “Minimum performance requirements to meet CCSBT
Obligations”. The QAR was conducted April — August 2013, with a key consultation
meeting held with key personnel within the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries (MOF),
National Fishery Products Quality Management Services (NFQS) and Korea Overseas
Fisheries Association (KOFA) on 10" July 2013 GMT (Table 1).
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Korea is recognised as one of the leading distant water fishing countries, reported as catching
the third most globally and second in terms of tuna catches in 2008. The legal basis for the
management of Korean distant waters fisheries is the Distant Water Fisheries Development
Act (DWFDA). This Act legally requires fishing vessels and the Korean government to
comply with Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs) such as the CCSBT,
and I0TC of which Korea is also a member. The Korean SBT fishing fleet consists of a small
number of large-scale longliners operating exclusively in international waters. The
operational management of the fishery is the responsibility of the new Ministry of Oceans
and Fisheries, which devises and implements all technical measures and documentation
requirements applied to the SBT fishery. The key management instrument is the annual
application of a Total Allowable Catch (TAC), which is set in line with the CCSBT Allocated
Catch (AC) for Korea. This TAC is initially allocated by the MOF to the three companies
which currently prosecute the fishery based on their historical effort share, and subsequently
to individual vessels within those companies. The Distant Water Fisheries Development Act
stipulates a number of additional management requirements, such as mandatory vessel
monitoring systems (VMS), logbook keeping, and catch reporting. The majority of Korean
SBT catch is landed in and exported to Japan, either directly by the fishing vessels or via
authorised foreign-flag transport vessels.
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The management systems and processes applied by Korean to the SBT fishery have been
successful in ensuring that the reported Attributable SBT Catch (ASBTC) has not
significantly exceeded Koreas CCSBT AC. Catches are recorded daily in hard-copy
logbooks, and must be submitted electronically a minimum of once per month to the MOF.
Vessels also return the completed logbooks at the end of a trip. Additional documentation
monitors transhipments and landings, and is used in conjunction with CCSBT Catch
Documentation Scheme (CDS) documents to ensure consistency and reduce the probability
of misreporting. Accuracy of SBT catch and mortality estimates is also ensured through an
observer scheme, portside inspections at landing and transhipment, and the mandatory
presence of an IOTC observer whenever fish are transhipped at sea.
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Korea’s SBT fisheries management systems have been shown to be effective in terms of the
CCSBT minimum performance requirements, with well-established fisheries legislation, a
strong fisheries management regulatory system and established fisheries reporting and
sanctions. The QAR has also identified some weaknesses and risks associated with the
Korean management system. The most significant of these are related to the two main risks.
Firstly, the QAR identified a risk of inaccurate catch estimates due to the weight of catch not



being obtained until after the tail of the fish has been removed; a fixed conversion factor is
used but all catch weights, even those obtained at landing, remain an approximation.
Secondly, the lack of at-sea inspections increases the risk of potential non-compliance. The
main recommendations of this QAR are accordingly to require vessels to weigh catch before
tails are removed, and to introduce at-sea inspections of vessels on some scale.
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Table 1. Summary of Quality Assurance Review Implementation Information: Korea
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