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Executive Summary

BE

The Quality Assurance Review has provided an evidence based review of New Zealand’s
Southern Bluefin tuna (SBT) fishery and associated fisheries management with CCSBT’s
Compliance Policy 1, “Minimum performance requirements to meet CCSBT Obligations”.
The QAR was conducted between April- August 2013 (one of four Member reviews
undertaken), with a consultation meeting held with key personnel within the Ministry of
Primary Industries via phone conference on the 11" June GMT (Table 1).
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MPI monitor the SBT fishery in line with CCSBT’s MPRs and have been shown to be
compliant with an established fisheries regulatory management system in place. New
Zealand’s SBT fishery is managed under New Zealand’s quota management system (QMS)

in line with its primary fisheries legislation (the Fisheries Act 1996). The Ministry for
Primary Industries is the government authority responsible for the management of the SBT
fishery. New Zealand’s SBT fishery is caught by predominantly domestic vessels and four
foreign charter vessels (FCV), with all catches within NZ’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
NZ’s SBT fishery is predominantly a fresh export fishery to Japan, although fish caught by

the FCVs are shipped back to Japan for unload.
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New Zealand’s national allocated catch is allocated on an annual calendar year basis, with the
fishery from 1% October — 30™ September each year. New Zealand’s SBT AC is set as a
national Total Allowable Catch (TAC) under the Quota Management System (QMS), with
the national TAC SBT allocation the total quantity of SBT that can be taken by all fishing
sectors (commercial, recreational, customary Maori and other sources of fishing-related
mortality). Once the recreational, customary and sources of other fishing mortality quotas
have been allocated the commercial TACC (total allowable commercial catch) is defined.
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FishServe is contracted by MPI to undertake the administration required to allocate quota for
stocks covered by the QMS. Quota ownership of the TACC does not entitle the owner to
catch fish but it entitles them to receive an Annual Catch Entitlement (ACE) which is
commensurate with their quota shares. ACE represents the amount of a particular species
that can physically be catch in a particular fishing year and is determined before the start of
the fishing year (1% October — 30™ September). Quota shares are a transferable property right
representing the quota owner’s share of the fishery.
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New Zealand vessels in the SBT fishery are required to submit set by set tuna longlining
catch and effort returns (or other method returns when caught as bycatch) whilst monthly
catch reporting is also in place for permit holders (monthly harvest returns and landing
return) and licensed fish receivers (licensed fish returns). All reporting is submitted by the
15" of the following month. New Zealand does not have any large scale tuna Longlining
vessels (LSTLVs). Fisheries monitoring is conducted through at sea observer coverage and
in port inspections by fishery officials. There was no at sea inspections reported in the 2011-
2012 season, however there is the capability to conduct at sea inspections in future seasons.
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New Zealand’s SBT fisheries management systems have been shown to be effective in terms
of the CCSBT minimum performance requirements with well-established fisheries
legislation, a strong fisheries management regulatory system and established fisheries
reporting and sanctions. The QAR has identified some weaknesses associated with the New
Zealand management system. Given the level of at sea observer coverage and at sea
inspections of domestic and recreational vessels potential risks have been identified
associated with high grading/discards from vessels, although the Member noted that a
provision is made for this within the TAC, so any such high-grading is unlikely to result in
NZ exceeding its country allocation under present conditions. MPI have also recognised the



risk of the misidentification of exports and catches within the charter fleet, with genetic
testing of exports currently being considered. The QAR review team has provided
recommendations based on this QAR of which one of the key ones is the introduction of
genetic testing within the fishery.
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Table 1. Summary of Quality Assurance Review Implementation Information: New Zealand
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L B a—EiE Oliver Wilson - Lead reviewer;
Dave Garforth - Project Manager/ Reviewer;
Sam Peacock - Support Reviewer.

AEXR L R D iR 2010 77— 2013 4

AT —Tar AU E | 201346 H11 H

= —BAfEH ., FFRE 3 HFHF DBl e
A F B 2 — 5 —IRPEFEAR @ E RN R NET R 7 v —

(Dominic Vallieres, Stephanie Hill)
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