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Purpose

HE

To provide an update concerning discussion or issues with Non-Member and Non-CNM
(Cooperating Non-Member) States/Entities.
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Identification of States that have or are likely to become important port or market
States for SBT, for consideration at CCSBT 21
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CCSBT 18 agreed that the following process would be used for nominating States that have
or are likely to become important port or market States for SBT:
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e Members nominate important States whose cooperation is desired, together with

background information supporting that nomination and provide this information to
the Executive Secretary at least 6 weeks in advance of the Annual Meeting.
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e The Executive Secretary incorporates this information in the Secretariat’s agenda
paper for the standing agenda item on “Relationship with Non-Members” for
consideration by the Extended Commission.
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e With the Extended Commission’s endorsement, the Executive Secretary write to the

nominated State(s) seeking their cooperation.
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e The nominating Member follow-up the Executive Secretary’s letter with bilateral
discussion. This is an important step because experience has shown that many States

do not respond to written communication.
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No nominations were provided to the Secretariat in advance of CCSBT 21.
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Progress on issues raised at CC 8 and CCSBT 20
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At CCSBT 20, the Extended Commission agreed that it was extremely important to continue
its efforts to engage with China and decided that:
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e The Chair of the Commission would write to China on behalf of all Members to seek
China’s cooperation with the CCSBT;
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e A delegation of CCSBT Members, led by Japan, would seek to meet with China in the
margins of the December 2013 WCPFC meeting; and
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e Members would individually consider contacting to China via their diplomatic

channels.
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A copy of the letter from the CCSBT Chair to China is provided at Attachment Al. China
acknowledged receipt of the Chair’s letter and further advised that it had responded to the
Secretariat’s August 2012 request, but that it had accidentally sent its response to an incorrect
e-mail address. A bilateral meeting between Japan and China was held during the December
2013 WCPFC meeting. The report of that bilateral meeting from Japan is provided at
Attachment B2
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The Eighth meeting of the Compliance Committee considered that it would be useful if
Singapore had any data on the movements of SBT into or out of Singapore that it could
provide to the CCSBT, to assist members to identify any anomalies or unexpected activity.
Singapore advised that it would investigate and share information with the CCSBT, where
possible. The Secretariat has maintained communication with Singapore since CC 8 and has
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recently been advised that Singapore’s Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority has now received
in-principle approval to share appropriate SBT data with CCSBT. Singapore has also
indicated that should data be released to the Secretariat, it may be associated with appropriate
confidentiality clauses and other restrictions. The Secretariat has subsequently made a more
specific data request to Singapore and is hopeful that the information requested might be
released soon.
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The Secretariat has also been in regular communication with the USA to seek enhanced
cooperation with the CCSBT’s CDS, in particular by having the USA send copies of CCSBT
CDS documents it receives with SBT imports to the Secretariat. USA officials remain
supportive of providing this cooperation, but have not yet been able to progress this matter
due to other priorities.
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