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Background
i

The Tenth meeting of the Ecologically Related Species Working Group (ERSWG) produced a
revised draft of the CCSBT Scientific Observer Program Standards (SOPS), taking ERS data
requirements into account.
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The ERSWG’s draft revision of the SOPS was not finalised because some ERSWG Members
expressed concern in relation to the proposed recording of seabird mitigation measures for each set,
and further work was required in relation to the life status definitions for sharks and seabirds. The
ERSWG Chair agreed to assist with the coordination of the life status work on sharks and ACAP
offered to coordinate the work on seabird life status definitions.
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Minor changes were subsequently made to the revised draft SOPS by the Compliance Committee
(CC) in October 2013. The current version of the revised draft SOPS, including the changes by
both the ERSWG and CC, is provided at Attachment A.
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Extracts of the reports of the Compliance Committee Working Group in April 2014 and the
Extended Scientific Committee in September 2014 in relation to the SOPS are provided at
Attachments B and C respectively for information purposes. These discussions did not result in
further changes to the revised draft SOPS.
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The outcomes of CCSBT’s meeting of the Effectiveness of Seabird Mitigation Measures Technical
Group in November 2014 (see CCSBT-ERS/1503/Rep01) will be relevant to the ERSWG’s further
consideration of the revised draft SOPS. Similarly, the outcome of the January 2015 joint tuna

RFMO bycatch working group meeting on harmonisation of longline observer programs is also
relevant when considering the revised SOPS.
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