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Agenda Item 1. Opening of meeting 

1. Mr Max Kitchell (Australia) was confirmed as the Chair of the Twenty Eighth 
Annual meeting of the Commission (CCSBT 28) and Mr Arthur Hore (New 
Zealand) was confirmed as the Vice Chair of CCSBT 28. 

2. The Chair welcomed participants and opened the meeting.  
 
1.1 Adoption of agenda 

3. The agenda was adopted and is included at Appendix 1. 
4. The list of meeting participants is included at Appendix 2. 
 
Agenda Item 2. Approval of decisions taken by the Extended Commission 

5. The Commission approved the decisions taken by the Extended Commission 
(EC) for the Twenty Eighth Meeting of the Commission, which is at  
Appendix 3. 

 
Agenda Item 3. Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair for CCSBT 29 and venue 

6. New Zealand and Korea advised that they will nominate the Chair and Vice-
Chair respectively for CCSBT 29 as soon as possible, and advise the Secretariat 
of those nominations. 

7. CCSBT 29 will be held in New Zealand. 
 
Agenda Item 4. Other business 

8. There was no other business. 
  
Agenda Item 5. Adoption of report of meeting 

9. The report was adopted. 
 
Agenda Item 6. Close of meeting 

10. The meeting was closed at 8:08 pm (Canberra time), on 13 October 2021. 
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Online 

 

Agenda Item 1. Opening of meeting 

1.1. Confirmation of Chair and Vice-Chair for the Extended Commission of the 
Twenty-eighth Meeting of the Commission 

1. Mr Max Kitchell (Australia) was confirmed as the Chair of the Extended 
Commission of the Twenty-Eighth meeting of the Commission for the 
Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT 28), and Mr Arthur Hore (New 
Zealand) was confirmed as the Vice Chair. 

2. The Chair welcomed Members and observers and opened the meeting. The 
Chair advised that the meeting this year is being held as a video conference 
(VC) due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and that discussion for some agenda 
items had commenced in advance of the meeting by correspondence.  

3. The list of participants is provided at Attachment 1. 
 

1.2. Adoption of agenda 
4. The agenda was adopted and is included at Attachment 2. 
5. The list of documents submitted to the meeting is provided at Attachment 3. 
 

1.3. Opening statements 
6. Opening statements were circulated in advance of the meeting and were taken as 

having been read. 
 

1.3.1. Members 
7. Opening statements by Members of the Extended Commission (EC) are 

provided at Attachment 4.  
 

1.3.2. Observers 
8. Opening Statements by Observers are provided at Attachment 5. 
 

Agenda Item 2. Report from the Secretariat 

9. The Report from the Secretariat was provided to the meeting as paper CCSBT-
EC/2110/04 and was considered during the pre-meeting discussion process. The 
report contained four matters for consideration by the EC as follow: 



 

• Whether to renew the appointment of the Chair of the Compliance 
Committee (CC) for another term; 

• The process for recruitment of a new Executive Secretary; 
• Granting Long-term observer status for CC meetings to the Agreement on the 

Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP) and BirdLife International; 
and 

• Granting Long-term observer status for CC, EC and Commission meetings to 
The Pew Charitable Trusts (Pew). 

10. The Chair advised that Heads of Delegations have agreed to renew the 
appointment of the CC Chair for another three-year term and congratulated Mr 
Frank Meere on his reappointment. 

11. The meeting agreed to a modified process for recruitment of a new Executive 
Secretary, which is shown at Attachment 6. 

12. The meeting agreed to grant Long-term observer status for CC meetings to 
ACAP, BirdLife International and Pew, and for EC and Commission meetings 
to Pew. 

13. It was noted that the duration of “Long-term” observer status has not been 
defined. Instead, the Rules of Procedure state that the approvals for long-term 
observer status “will remain in-force until cancelled by the Commission”. 

14. The meeting noted the activities of the Secretariat as reported. 
 

Agenda Item 3. Finance and Administration 

15. The Chair advised that the Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee 
(FAC) was announced intersessionally in Circular #2021/054. The Chair 
thanked Mr Vallières for agreeing to Chair the FAC again. It was also noted that 
the FAC has already commenced its work. 

16. The Executive Secretary provided a brief presentation of the draft revised 
budget for 2021 (CCSBT-EC/2110/05), the proposed budget for 2022 and the 
indicative budget for 2023 - 2024 (CCSBT-EC/2110/06).   

17. For the revised 2021 budget, the Executive Secretary noted that: 

• All Members paid their 2021 contributions to the CCSBT in full, with the 
only outstanding payment being $5,539 by South Africa for CDS tags that 
were delivered to it in March 2021. 

• The expenditure for 2021 is forecast to be approximately $625,000 less than 
approved for 2021. Cancellation of physical meetings and travel due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic is the primary reason for the reduced expenditure, 
however, $150,000 of the reduced expenditure is due to deferral of some 
2021 expenses to 2022. 

18. The Executive Secretary noted that the 2022 draft budget and 2023 - 2024 
indicative budget includes the funding required for the CCSBT’s usual business, 
including the Extended Scientific Committee’s (ESC) three-year workplan. The 
Executive Secretary advised that 2022 draft budget assumes that the 2022 
OMMP, ESC, CC and EC meetings will proceed as physical meetings, however 



 

there is no certainty that this will be possible and savings will be achieved if 
these meetings proceed as virtual meetings instead of as physical meetings.  

19. The draft budget for 2022 proposes that Member contributions for 2022 remain 
at the same level as for 2021 and 2020. However, the Executive Secretary also 
warned that current Member contribution levels are not sufficient to cover the 
current annual running costs of the CCSBT. The budget paper advised that a 
gradual increase in Membership contributions of 3.5% per year from 2023 to 
20261 together with usage of the remaining savings and the Contributions 
Stabilisation Fund would be sufficient to reach a contribution level that would 
cover the annual running costs of the CCSBT. 

20. Detailed consideration of the two budget papers was referred to the FAC. 
21. The FAC was convened to consider: 

• The revised budget for 2021; 
• The proposed budget for 2022; and  
• The indicative budget for 2023 - 2024. 

 
3.1. Report from the Finance and Administration Committee 

22. The EC thanked the FAC Chair and the FAC for its hard work. 
23. The EC adopted the report of the FAC, noting the revised 2021 budget at Annex 

A, approving the budget for 2022 at Annex B and noting the indicative budgets 
for 2023-2024 at Annex C.  

24. The full report of the FAC is provided at Attachment 7. Highlights include that 
that the overall financial situation for EC is that contributions are not meeting 
expenses and that there will need to be increased contributions or reduced 
expenditure in future years. The budget for 2022 includes a 1% increase in 
Member contributions for 2022. 

25. There was substantial discussion regarding the e-tagging design study that was 
recommended by the ESC. This study has not been funded for 2022 and has 
instead been included in the indicative budget for 2023. 

26. In relation to the e-tagging design study, Australia noted that the proposal was 
supported by the ESC and would allow for an assessment of the costs of benefits 
of long-term tagging work to confirm stock distribution, compare stock 
distribution to fishing effort, ensure CPUE data is meaningful, and estimate 
unaccounted for mortality. Australia further noted that changes in stock 
distribution due to climate change and other climate factors such as El Niño, and 
comparing distribution to fishing effort, were critical to ensure accuracy of data 
used in the stock assessment.  

27. However, some Members had concerns about proceeding with the design study 
at this stage, given budget pressures and to allow strategic consideration of 
competing budget priorities. Accordingly, consideration of the e-tagging design 

 
 
1 With a possible smaller increase in 2027. 



 

study was deferred until next year’s ESC and EC for consideration under the 
SRP.   

 

Agenda Item 4. Review of SBT Fisheries and ERS Interactions 

28. The Chair noted the deliberations of the CC on Members’ National Reports and 
invited Members to ask any questions regarding Members’ National Reports 
additional to those already raised at the Sixteenth Meeting of the Compliance 
Committee (CC16).  

29. No additional questions were asked in relation to Members’ National Reports. 
 

4.1. Reports on Members’ projects 
30. Australia noted its paper CCSBT-EC/2110/23 on its progress towards 

implementation of stereo video (SV).  Australia committed to implementing SV 
when the government’s pre-conditions were met, i.e., when it could be 
demonstrated that SV is cost-effective and fully automated.  Australia also noted 
that its planned SV trial had been delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
was now undertaking a formal tender process for the trial which is now planned 
to commence in 2022. 

31. Some Members expressed concerns with the delay in the commencement of the 
SV trial and noted that the results of the trial should be reviewed by the ESC.   

32. Japan noted that it looks forward to the progress of SV trial and requested 
Australia to surely implement the trial in 2022. It also noted that the trial result 
should receive scientific review by the ESC. 

33. New Zealand referred to its paper CCSBT-EC/2110/18 on reducing uncertainty 
in SBT farming statistics and asked Australia whether it would be able to make 
its Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS) data available for review and analysis 
by ESC, given that the ESC had pointed out that such an analysis could be very 
helpful. 

34. Australia stated that its current 100-fish sampling regime is accurate and 
precise, and further that the independent expert at the 2019 ESC meeting had 
advised that CDS data could only be used to give indirect estimates of catch.  

35. New Zealand further noted that, in the current circumstances, an indirect 
estimate was better than nothing and that some Members did not consider 
Australia’s current 100-fish sampling regime to be adequate, which is the reason 
why the SV trial was continually being encouraged. 

36. The EC noted that: 

• Some Members had expressed concerns about the continued delay in SV 
implementation;  

• Australia advised it is making its best efforts to commence the SV trial under 
difficult pandemic circumstances and that, subject to the formal tender 
process, it will commence in 2022; and 

• Australia did not agree to make its CDS data available for review and 
analysis due to it being commercial in confidence data. 



 

37. Japan presented an overview of its paper CCSBT-TCWG/2110/062 which 
provides updates on the Japanese Market Proposal.  Japan also thanked 
Members for their intersessional work to agree to a Terms of Reference for the 
appointment of an external expert to conduct the market work, as well as for 
Members’ initial recommendations regarding suitable experts. 

38. Japan noted that with regard to the market work: 

• The Secretariat will continue to provide additional information on markets in 
its Compliance with Measures paper (Attachment C) in 2022; 

• Japan will re-visit its proposal to develop a Resolution to seek the 
cooperation of non-Members after the conclusion of the Performance review 
and in consideration of that review’s recommendations; 

• In 2022, the Secretariat will repeat its trial analysis for verification of 
reported catch by Members with CDS data and CDS tag survey data obtained 
from the Japanese market with some agreed improvements; and 

• A set of Recommendations on CDS tag attachment to try to improve the 
readability of tags in markets was agreed by CC16 (Attachment 4 of CC16 
report). 

39. In Japan’s view, the tag management survey at Toyosu would benefit all 
Members and the cost should therefore be borne by the CCSBT.  An 
intersessional group will be formed to discuss this matter further following 
CCSBT 28. 

40. The meeting endorsed the selection of Dr Shelley Clarke as the external expert 
who will develop the methodology for the market proposal on verification of all 
Members’ catch. 

41. Australia supported Dr. Clarke’s appointment and requested that Dr. Clarke’s 
report should include all available datasets analysed, and requested that if some 
data-sets are not included, then a reason for their non-inclusion be provided 
within the report. Australia particularly referred to the data available from the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Government (TMG) on the source country of SBT sold.  

 

Agenda Item 5. Report from the Compliance Committee 

42. The independent Chair of the Compliance Committee, Mr Frank Meere, 
presented the report of CC16, outlining key points. The report is provided at 
Attachment 8. 

43. The CC Chair thanked participants for their efforts in responding to questions in 
the pre-meeting discussion documents which improved the overall transparency 
of the meeting, and for participating in a productive video conference meeting. 

44. The CC Chair highlighted to the EC that South Africa did not attend CC16 but 
did respond to questions in the pre-meeting document.  The CC Chair noted he 
had written to the Deputy Director General, Fisheries Management in the South 
African Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment about South 

 
 
2 This paper had already been discussed in detail at both TCWG2 and CC16. 



 

Africa’s non-attendance during CC16 but did not receive a reply prior to the 
close of CC16. 

45. The CC Chair highlighted key compliance issues discussed by CC16 which 
were: 

• There are no new serious compliance issues which require action under the 
Corrective Actions Policy3. 

• South Africa was found to be non-compliant, e.g., with respect to various 
CDS matters and non-submission of key data and reports.  As a result, CC16 
recommended that South Africa develop a plan, with associated timeframes, 
to address the issues of non-compliance identified by the CC. 

• As requested by EC 27, CC16 undertook a review of Indonesia's pay back 
plan and management measures and recommended that the revised payback 
figure submitted by Indonesia of 456.584t, which is 91.3 t annually over the 
five years, be agreed.  CC16 was encouraged by the actions Indonesia 
reported it was taking and believed those actions to be consistent with the 
payback and management commitments Indonesia made at EC27.  The CC 
Chair noted that given Indonesia’s current catch at 30 September 2021, 
Indonesia only has 173.99 t of Total Available Catch (TAC) remaining to be 
taken between now and the end of December 2021. 

46. The CC Chair noted some additional compliance issues discussed by CC16 
which were: 

• CDS implementation issues, ranging from significant recurring issues for 
South Africa to some minor ongoing issues for Korea and Australia; 

• Very late submission of port inspection reports (South Africa); 
• Continuing lack of full implementation of seabird mitigation measures by 

some Members; 
• The high percentage of unobserved at sea transhipments that occurred during 

20204 and so far reported for 2021; and 
• The low level of scientific observer coverage during 20204. 

47. The CC Chair also noted that no notifications had been received by the 
Executive Secretary in 2021 with respect to Compliance Policy Guideline 5 - 
Guideline on principles for action and steps to be taken in relation to 
extraordinary circumstances.  However, Japan has advised that it will make a 
notification for August 2021 as soon as possible. 

48. The CC Chair referred to the CC16 meeting report including the report's 
workplan (paragraph 142) and summarised the recommendations (and notes) to 
the EC which are provided in paragraphs 144 and 145 of the report respectively, 
including the recommendation that a TCWG meeting be held prior to CC17. 

49. Australia proposed that work on depredation should be considered in 
conjunction with the ESC’s research planning process and be prioritised 
accordingly. Australia also supported the CC recommendation to discuss the 

 
 
3 Noting that Indonesia’s over-catches in 2019 and 2020 are already being addressed and paid back 
under the Corrective Actions Policy. 
4 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 



 

possible use of electronic monitoring, mindful of progress being made by other 
RFMOs, to assist in reducing the uncertainties around CPUE, discarding, 
predation and seabird mortality. 

50. New Zealand reiterated its concern at the high levels of seabird bycatch and 
noted the need to improve compliance with mitigation measures. 

51. The EC Chair advised that the EC endorsed all of CC16’s recommendations and 
notes with one exception and two minor updates: 

• Recommendation 15 which was deferred for consideration until Agenda Item 
7; 

• Recommendation 2 was modified to name the specific Members (Australia 
and New Zealand) that had offered to provide assistance to South Africa; and 

• Recommendation 7b was updated to include a note that the agreed revision to 
paragraph 1.2 of the CDS Resolution also needed to be reflected in 
appropriate revisions to the associated instructions in Appendix 1 of the CDS 
Resolution.6  

 

Agenda Item 6. Report from the Extended Scientific Committee 

52. The independent Chair of the ESC, Dr Kevin Stokes, presented the report of the 
ESC for the Twenty Sixth meeting of the Scientific Committee (SC 26), which 
is summarised in papers CCSBT-EC/2110/09 (Rev.1) and CCSBT-EC/2110/16, 
and is provided in full at Attachment 9.  

53. It was recalled that, in 2020, EC 27 agreed that better communication between 
the ESC and EC was needed to help prevent misunderstanding in the future. The 
EC instructed the ESC to consider how this could be achieved. Members were 
requested to submit papers with ideas on how to improve the communication. 
The ESC Chair advised that “Chair’s report of the Twenty Sixth Meeting of the 
Extended Scientific Committee” (CCSBT-EC/2110/09 (Rev.1)) was produced 
for the EC based on a recommendation by the ESC on this matter. 

54. In response to questions from Members, the ESC Chair clarified that: 

• Total Reproductive Output (TRO) is similar to Spawning Stock Biomass 
(SSB) as an indicator of the stock. SSB is an estimate of the weight of fish 
able to spawn, whereas TRO is not a weight and takes into account that some 
aged fish are more productive. The move from SSB to TRO has not had 
much impact on the results of the stock assessment and may even be slightly 
more optimistic. 

• Work on the new CPUE index is progressing well and it is expected that a 
revised and accepted CPUE series will be available next year. 

 
 
5 CC16 Recommendation 1: “That the revised payback figure submitted by Indonesia of 456.584 t 
which is 91.3 t annually over the five years be agreed.  CC is encouraged by the actions that were 
reported back by Indonesia and believes that these are in keeping with the commitments made as part 
of the plans agreed at EC27, noting that with the current catch Indonesia only has 173.99 t available 
between now and the end of December”. 
6 The Secretariat will revise the instructions for CDS Resolution Appendix 1 in accordance with the 
agreed revision of paragraph 1.2.  



 

• Fishery dependent indexes, such as CPUE and the trolling survey index, are 
not as robust as fishery independent indexes, such as the Close Kin mark 
recapture and Gene Tagging indexes, which provide more reliable estimates.  

• The ESC’s new approach for prioritising research is intended to be forward 
looking and hopes to see proposals up to four years in advance. 

• An e-tagging project would provide a number of benefits to the EC, 
including reducing the uncertainty on the distributional range of the SBT, 
which has implications for CPUE interpretation and estimates of non-
Member catches. The e-tagging design study will refine questions in relation 
to the benefits of e-tagging and compare different studies in terms of what 
benefits they provide, how feasible they are and how much they are likely to 
cost. 

55. Members and the ESC Chair discussed the issue of communication between the 
ESC and EC. It was noted that: 

• Members have three main stakeholder groups (fishery managers, scientists, 
and industry) that need improved understanding of the science, as well as an 
improved means to communicate the science results with each other. 

• Workshops or seminars in-country would be beneficial to communication. 
Participation of the Scientific Advisory Panel and the ESC Chair in such 
workshops would be helpful, noting the budgetary implications. Some 
Members are already planning to hold internal workshops. 

• Graphs of the science results are desirable, particularly in relation to trends, 
but can be misleading if too complex and interpreted incorrectly. 

• Part of the difficulty managers have in understanding the results of stock 
assessments and the Management Procedure (MP) is due to the complex 
uncertainties and the number of different scenarios and projections presented. 

• Predicted TAC histogram (as shown in Attachment 9 of ESC 26 report) is 
useful to supplement conventional projection graphs which may give wrong 
impression that median trajectory is the most likely. Predictions for the 
future, such as TAC, are desirable, noting that predicting the future carries 
risks and the predications could even be incorrect. 

• The idea of the ESC producing a non-technical summary of its report was 
supported. 

• Some scientists of developing Members are unable to attend some scientific 
meetings, such as the OMMP and ERSWG, which hinders their 
understanding of the science. The possibility of the CCSBT providing 
funding for some Member’s scientists to attend meetings will be discussed in 
the FAC. 

56. It was noted that the estimate in 2020 that the stock has recovered to 20% of 
initial TRO is a doubling of the stock since 2009, which is a significant 
rebuilding of the stock during this period. 

57. Pew congratulated the EC for the success of its MP and for following its 
recommendations. The EC and ESC Chairs also stated that the science of the 
MP is world leading and is an excellent example of fisheries management to 
other RFMOs.    



 

58. It was agreed that Members would provide suggestions on how the ESC can 
improve communication with the EC intersessionally. The Secretariat will 
compile responses for the next ESC meeting. 

59. The EC adopted the report of the ESC, noting that the e-tagging component of 
the ESC’s work program would be further considered in the FAC and that the 
recommendations on the TAC and Research Mortality Allowance would be 
discussed further at Agenda Item 7. 

 

Agenda Item 7. Total Allowable Catch and its allocation 

7.1. Attributable SBT Catch 
60. The Chair noted that full implementation of the agreed CCSBT definition of 

Attributable SBT Catch commenced during the 2018 season and opened the 
floor for discussion on how each Member has accounted for its total SBT 
mortalities.  

61. Most Members reported their total Attributable Catch as well as a breakdown of 
their SBT mortalities across different sectors.  The EU emphasised that it 
forbids its vessels to target SBT and that it had 0 t of SBT catch in 2020.  Table 
1 summarises the Attributable Catches reported by each Member either during 
the meeting or in National Reports: 
 

Table 1: Summary of Reported Attributable Catch (rounded to whole numbers) 

Member 
Sector (t) 

Total 
Reported 

Attributable 
Catch (t) 

Commercial 
Catch 

Releases/ 
discards 

Recreational Customary  

Australia7 5,429  250  5,679 
EU8 0    0 
Indonesia8 1,298    1,298 
Japan9 5,870 48   5,918 
Korea9 1,226 5   1,231 
New 
Zealand7 

857 20 49 0 926 

South 
Africa9 

118  5  123 

Taiwan9 1,116 10   1,126 

7.2. TAC Determination 
62. The Chair noted that the CCSBT adopted a new MP at CCSBT 26 to guide the 

setting of the global total allowable catch for 2021 and beyond. The MP 

 
 
7 2019/20 season. 
8 2020 calendar year. 
9 2020/21 season. 



 

recommended a SBT TAC of 17,647 tonnes per year for the 2021 to 2023 quota 
block10.  The Chair further advised that a review by the ESC did not identify 
any exceptional circumstances, and therefore the ESC recommended that the 
2022 SBT global TAC should remain at 17,647 t. 

63. Humane Society International (HSI) stated that there had been very little 
consideration of the seabird conservation crisis in reviewing the SBT TAC and 
queried whether the current levels of seabird mortality should be seen as an 
extenuating circumstance, although HSI recognised that the adopted MP does 
not factor in seabird mortalities. 

64. The ESC Chair confirmed that the MP considers only the SBT population and 
not the seabird population.     

65. The EC endorsed the global SBT TAC of 17,647 t for the upcoming 2022 
season. 

 
7.3. Research Mortality Allowance 

66. The Chair advised that CCSBT 27 agreed that an allocation of 6 t per year 
would continue to be made for Research Mortality Allowance (RMA) within the 
TAC for 2021 to 2023 and that the EC needs to decide whether to approve 
RMA requested for research projects in 2021/2022. 

67. The EC approved a total of 6 tonnes of RMA requested for the following 
research projects in 2021/2022, which were endorsed by the ESC: 

• 1.75 t for the CCSBT Gene Tagging Project;  
• 0.5 t by Japan for trolling surveys of age-0 SBT in North-west Australia and 

age-1 SBT in South-west Australia; 
• 3.0 t by Australia for a project to trial the use of stereo video technology to 

determine the weight of catch taken in Australia’s SBT farming sector; and 
• 0.75 t by Australia in the event that a small number of popup satellite tags are 

released in 2021-22 to examine localised Great Australian Bight (GAB) SBT 
movement and behaviour over the summer. 

 
7.4. Allocation of TAC 

68. The Chair advised that the allocations to Members for 2021 to 2023 were agreed 
at CCSBT 27, together with the effective catch limits for 2021. These 
allocations and catch limits are provided in Table 2 below. 

 

 
 
10 This is the same TAC as for the 2018 to 2020 quota block. 



 

Table 2:  Allocations (tonnes of SBT) to Members for 2021 (and 2022). 

Member (1) 
Nominal 

Allocation 

(2) 
Nominal Catch 

Proportion 

(3) 
Effective 

Catch Limit 
Japan 6165.068 0.355643 6197.411 
Australia 6165.068 0.355643 6238.412 
New Zealand 1088.273 0.062779 1102.5 
Korea 1240.631 0.071568 1256.8 
Taiwan 1240.631 0.071568 1256.8 
Indonesia 1001.705 0.057785 1122.813 
European Union 10.883 0.000628 11 
South Africa 422.741 0.024387 455.314 

 
69. The Chair further advised that there are two items that require specific 

consideration under this agenda item: 

• The current effective catch limit for Indonesia of 1,122.8 t includes a special 
temporary allowance of 80 t15.  The EC needs to consider the information 
provided to CC16 on Indonesia’s compliance with its Payback Plan 
(including that no further over-catch has occurred), and progress with its 
management plan, and decide whether to endorse the continuation of this 
special temporary allowance (80 t) to Indonesia for the upcoming 2022 
season. 

• Indonesia’s proposed revised Payback Plan (item b. of paper CCSBT-
CC/2110/19) is shown in Table 3 below.  The EC needs to decide whether to 
endorse the modified Payback Plan, which reduced the annual payback from 
91.8 t to 91.3 t per year due to a lower than anticipated catch in 2020. 
 

Table 3: Indonesia’s Proposed Revised Gradual Payback Plan  
TAC 2020 

after 
pay back 

Total catch 
2020 

Final total 
over- 

catch 2020 

Gradual Pay Back (5 years) 
Year Pay Back 

 
 

841t 

 
 

1,298t 

 
 

457t 

2022 91.3 t 
2023 91.3 t 
2024 91.3 t 
2025 91.3 t 
2026 91.3 t 

 

 
 
11 Includes a deduction of 21 t for Japan’s voluntary transfer to Indonesia and a further 27 t for Japan’s voluntary 
transfer to South Africa. 
12 Includes a deduction of 7 t for Australia’s voluntary transfer to Indonesia. 
13 Includes voluntary transfers to Indonesia of 21 t from Japan, 7 t from Australia and the special temporary 
allowance of 80 t. 
14 Includes a voluntary transfer of 27 t to South Africa from Japan. 
15 This special temporary allowance of 80 t to Indonesia does not affect the nominal catch level or 
nominal catch percentage levels in the Annex of the Resolution on the Allocation of the Global Total 
Allowable Catch. 



 

70. The Chair noted that CC16 had reviewed Indonesia's implementation of its 
payback plan and its advice to EC was, "That the revised payback figure 
submitted by Indonesia of 456.584 t which is 91.3 t annually over the five years 
be agreed. CC is encouraged by the actions that were reported back by 
Indonesia and believes that these are in keeping with the commitments made as 
part of the plans agreed at EC27, noting that with the current catch Indonesia 
only has 173.99 t available between now and the end of December”. 

71. Members expressed their appreciation of the actions Indonesia is taking to 
remain within its plans and TAC.  Some Members expressed concern that there 
is a risk Indonesia might potentially over-catch SBT in 2021, especially since 
Indonesia often has increased catches during the fourth quarter of the year.  One 
Member queried what will happen to Indonesia’s Payback Plan and allocation if 
an over-catch does occur during 2021.  Some Members noted that it was their 
understanding that the 80 t special allowance is dependent on Indonesia 
remaining within its payback plan and TAC, but that it was too early discuss 
what might happen if there is an over-catch in 2021.        

72. Indonesia advised Members that it had already put in place several mechanisms 
to prevent future over-catches including an early warning system, as well as the 
potential to require that association members do not fish in particular areas 
within specified timeframes. 

73. Indonesia also stated that if the worst case occurred and there was another over-
catch, then it would absolutely follow the Corrective Actions Policy and modify 
its Payback Plan to take account any additional over-catch.  Indonesia reiterated 
that it did not want to lose its 80 t temporary allowance as it is very important to 
the livelihood of its industry, small scale and artisanal fisheries, therefore it was 
trying its best to follow its payback and management plans.  Indonesia also 
mentioned that it is trying to implement the workplan including in increasing its 
observer coverage although increased coverage is subject to budgetary 
constraints.  

74. The meeting recognised Indonesia’s endeavours to comply with its payback and 
management plans and noted some Members’ concerns that Indonesia could still 
potentially exceed its TAC limit during 2021. 

75. Given the information available to date and taking into account CC’s 
recommendation, the EC agreed: 

• That the special temporary allowance of 80 t for Indonesia should continue 
into 2022; 

• The allocations summarised in Table 2 above; and 
• Indonesia’s modified payback plan in Table 3 above. 

 

Agenda Item 8. Ecologically Related Species (ERS) 

76. Discussion for this agenda item commenced by correspondence in advance of 
the EC.  



 

Update to CCSBT’s Resolution on Ecologically Related Species (ERS) 
77. The meeting agreed to adopt the changes to the CCSBT’s ERS Alignment 

Resolution16 that were proposed in paper CCSBT-EC/2110/11 from the 
Secretariat. The revised ERS Resolution adopted by the EC is shown at 
Attachment 10.   

Members’ performance with respect to ERS 
78. The Secretariat’s report on Members’ performance with respect to ERS was 

presented to the CC as paper CCSBT-CC/2110/05. The CC discussed this paper 
at its meeting in the previous week and the EC agreed that it did not need to 
discuss this paper further.   

Draft Agenda for the 14th Meeting of the Ecologically Related Species Working 
Group (ERSWG) 
79. The Chair advised that the next meeting of the ERSWG is planned to be held 

during March 2022 and it is likely to be held as a virtual meeting. 
80. The Secretariat provided a draft agenda for the next ERSWG meeting in paper 

CCSBT-EC/2110/12.  
81. There was no support to a suggestion from HSI that the ERSWG meeting 

consider possible changes to paragraph 7 of the ERS Alignment Resolution. 
Similarly, there was no support for including an agenda item for the ERSWG to 
formulate a submission requesting the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC) to provide advice on the relative efficacy of the 
mitigation measure options.  

82. There was support for ACAP, as the expert organisation in this field, to provide 
a presentation to the ERSWG on best practices for mitigation of seabird 
bycatch. 

83. ACAP advised that ACAP would be happy to present the upcoming ERSWG 
with an update on its best practice advice, noting that its recently concluded 
Working Group and Advisory Committee meetings adopted new guidelines and 
updated best practice mitigation measures that will be of interest to the 
ERSWG, together with an update on population trends for ACAP listed species 
in the CCSBT area. ACAP’s recent meetings also endorsed guidelines on 
electronic monitoring that would be relevant to planned discussions on EMS at 
the next TCWG meeting. 

84. Members discussed the need for annual ERSWG meetings. It was agreed that 
ERS bycatch, in particular seabirds, was an important issue that needed more 
focus, and annual meetings would help to provide that. Some Members noted 
that this would be an extra burden on relevant officials and scientists and they 
were not ready to agree to annual meetings. It was noted that virtual meetings 
could complement physical meetings to help reduce costs. 

85. Members agreed that the agenda for the next ERSWG meeting should include 
an item to discuss how to provide more focus on ERS species, especially 
seabirds, and the need for annual ERSWG meetings.  

 
 
16 Resolution to Align CCSBT’s Ecologically Related Species measures with those of other tuna RFMOs. 



 

86. The agreed draft agenda for the next ERSWG meeting is shown at Attachment 
11, noting that there will be a further opportunity for Members to add agenda 
items in the usual process for setting the Provisional Agenda. It was also agreed 
that a pre-meeting discussion process for “simple” agenda items will be 
established through Circulars in advance of the virtual meeting, together with a 
prioritisation of agenda items. 

Other ERS matters 
87. HSI commented that it considers that Member’s identified performance failings 

with respect to ERS warrants a TAC determination pause to allow the 
outstanding ERS related issues to receive attention. If not, and if a TAC increase 
is recommended for 2024-2026, HSI believes that even more seabirds will be 
killed by the corresponding fishing effort increase which will deepen the seabird 
conservation crisis. HSI further commented that the seabird crisis is largely 
driven by non-compliance with seabird mitigation measures, and that electronic 
monitoring could help improve the current inability to adequately verify 
compliance. 

88. Despite the opinion of HSI, Members agreed that ERS issues should be 
considered separately to the SBT stock, and that it was not appropriate to 
consider ERS matters as exceptional circumstances in relation to the MP and the 
TAC. 

 

Agenda Item 9. Report of the Performance Review of the CCSBT 

89. The Chair advised that the CCSBT Performance Review process commenced in 
November 2020 and that it was originally intended that the final report would be 
available at EC 28.  However, the review panel had an extremely sad start - the 
original Chair of the Review Panel, Bill Gibbons-Fly, resigned and the 
replacement Chair, Professor Fábio Hazin, tragically passed away from 
COVID-19 in June 2021. Professor Hazin had already done a large amount of 
work before he passed and the meeting recognised this and expressed its sincere 
thanks. 

90. The Chair explained that the loss of two Performance Review Chairs and two 
panellists part way through the Panel’s work had been a major setback and that 
consequently the EC had agreed to make some changes to the performance 
review process as follows: 

• Mr. Hussain Sinan was appointed as the new Chair of the Performance 
Review Panel; 

• It was agreed that an interim Performance Review report be provided to the 
EC 28 in October 2021; and  

• The timeframe for completion of the final Performance Review report was 
extended until 1 March 2022. 

91. The meeting thanked Mr Sinan for agreeing to take on the role of the Chair of 
the Performance Review Panel at extremely short notice, and also thanked the 
other panel members, Mr Dominic Vallières from New Zealand, Professor Indra 
Jaya from Indonesia and Mr Hong-Yen Huang from Taiwan. 



 

92. The Chair of the CCSBT Performance Review, Mr Hussain Sinan, presented the 
interim report of the Panel (paper CCSBT-EC/2110/20). Mr Sinan highlighted 
the Panel’s key findings to date under the following four sub-headings: 

• Conservation and Management (Science) 
o CCSBT’s SBT scientific work and its incorporation in management is 

exceptional.  
o CCSBT needs a renewed focus (time and resources) for management of 

non-target species. 
o CCSBT has limited technical capacity for sophisticated computational 

models and emerging scientific processes. Capacity building is key to 
bridge the gap. 

o Limited observer coverage has been problematic in particular for non-
target species. 

o Accuracy, reliability and timeliness of data is vital for stock-assessments. 
CCSBT should fast-track the e-reporting systems. 

• Conservation and Management (Management) 
o SBT Management has improved significantly as evident from the 

improvement in stock status. 
o Measures to mitigate ERS species are not being implemented or fully 

implemented.  
o Concerns of poor communication between scientists and managers. This 

might pose a risk for the management in the future. 
o Needs to be a mechanism to revisit the allocation process that reflects 

international agreements. 
• Compliance and Enforcement 

o CCSBT’s MCS measures are in place, well-documented and easily 
accessible. 

o Lack of observer coverage and representativeness is an issue that needs to 
be dealt with. 

o Further improvements in CDS – timely reporting & improvement in 
quality. The eCDS will tackle some of these issues. 

o Catch tagging forms, farm stocking forms and farm transfer forms are 
collected as part of the CDS. However, they’re not used by the Secretariat, 
the CC, nor the ESC.  

o Absence of a follow-up process in compliance matters, in particular 
Quality Assurance Reviews (QARs). 

• Financial and Administrative Matters 
o Lack of communication between subsidiary bodies and the Finance and 

Administration Committee; 
o The importance of establishing a reserve/savings fund; and 
o The CCSBT Secretariat’s work is commendable. 

93. One Member made specific comments regarding paragraphs 52, 68, 86, 90, 110, 
116 and 134 of the Panel’s interim report highlighting that more detail could be 
appropriate to be presented in the final report, notably to avoid confusion and 
not to lead to possible conflict among Members.  Another Member requested 



 

that in the final report, the Panel provide more specific details for the rationale 
for the likely recommendation articulated in paragraph 52 of the interim report 
to allow Members to better understand and discuss this point next year (2022). 

94. Japan commented that, in relation to non-target species, the CCSBT Convention 
pre-dated some of the more recent RFMO Conventions and that therefore it may 
not specifically mention non-target species.  In addition, it mentioned that given 
the CCSBT does not have a spatially defined Convention Area, it is important 
that the CCSBT aligns its measures with those of other RFMOs, in particular for 
non-target species. 

95. One Member had no specific comment on draft recommendations but noted that 
the themes of the report, such as the need for a more strategic approach, were 
consistent with issues discussed by the CCSBT in recent years. 

96. In response to questions, Mr Sinan advised that: 

• The general format and tone of the interim report had been guided by the 
Performance Review terms of reference; and  

• That the Panel had identified some duplicative areas in existing CCSBT 
reporting templates. 

97. The meeting again thanked the CCSBT Performance Review Panel for its hard 
work. 

98. The Executive Secretary noted that no formal feedback process had been 
envisaged regarding the interim performance review report but urged any 
Members who had views they had not yet expressed to provide these to the 
Panel as soon as possible. 

99. The meeting agreed that all 2022 meetings of CCSBT subsidiary bodies 
(ERSWG, ESC and the CC) should consider any pertinent recommendations 
made by the performance review panel in its final report17, and provide advice 
to CCSBT 29 on any final recommendations relating to them. 

100. The Chair noted that the terms of reference for the performance review stated 
that, “the EC will decide whether there are any urgent recommendations that 
need early implementation”, and that Members should consider this possibility 
even though only the interim report is currently available.  Members did not 
identify any interim recommendations to consider implementing immediately. 

Agenda Item 10. Relationship with Non-Members 

101. Discussion for this agenda item commenced by correspondence in advance of 
the EC.  

102. The Secretariat submitted paper CCSBT-EC/2110/13 which summarised the 
Secretariat’s interactions with non-Members since CCSBT 27. China, Fiji, 
Mauritius, Namibia, Singapore and the USA were invited to attend this meeting 
and CC16.  

 
 
17 These will be available by 1 March 2022. 



 

103. The EC agreed to invite China, Fiji, Mauritius, Singapore and the USA to 
participate as observers at CC 17 and CCSBT 29. 

104. Members noted that there have been difficulties obtaining responses from non-
Members in the past despite endeavours from the Secretariat and Members. It 
was considered important to engage with those that are potentially catching SBT 
or are an important port or market State. Members generally agreed that a 
different and stronger strategy might be required. One Member commented that 
the CCSBT is a multilateral international platform and all communications from 
the CCSBT, such as invitations, should be in a standard format.  

105. China’s domestic regulation to avoid catching and forbidding retention of SBT 
was noted, but it wasn’t known if this regulation has been effectively 
implemented. 

106. Members were encouraged to engage with non-Members at a diplomatic level 
and in other RFMOs, as this approach has provided some results in the past. 

107. It was agreed that New Zealand will consider a strategy with alternative 
approaches to non-Members and present it to the next EC meeting. 

108. The Meeting thanked the United States for its continued cooperation with the 
CCSBT’s Catch Documentation Scheme. 

 

Agenda Item 11. Activities with Other Organisations 

11.1. Reports from other RFMO meetings of interest  
109. Discussion for this agenda item commenced by correspondence in advance of 

the EC.  
110. The Chair advised that CCSBT Members act as CCSBT observers at RFMO 

meetings of interest, and these Members provide reports back to the CCSBT on 
matters of relevance in order to improve coordination with other RFMOs. 

111. The following reports were provided by Members as part of their Observer 
duties for the CCSBT. 

• Korea’s report (CCSBT-EC/2110/19) on the 17th Regular Session of the 
WCPFC;  

• New Zealand’s report (CCSBT-EC/2110/24) on the 39th Annual Meeting of 
the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
(CCAMLR);  

• Indonesia’s report (CCSBT-EC/2110/25 in relation to the Twenty Fifth 
session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC); 

• Japan’s report (CCSBT-EC/2110/22) on the 2020 Discussions on Essential 
Commission Business in lieu of the 22nd Special Meeting of The 
International Commission for The Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT); 
and 

• Taiwan’s report (CCSBT-EC/2110/17) in relation to the 98th Annual Meeting 
of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC). 



 

112. It was agreed that the following Members would act as Observers to other 
RFMOs on behalf of CCSBT during 2021/22: 

• Korea to continue as Observer to WCPFC; 
• New Zealand to continue as an Observer to CCAMLR;  
• Indonesia to continue as an Observer to IOTC; 
• Japan to continue as an Observer to ICCAT; and 
• Taiwan to continue as an Observer to IATTC. 

 

Agenda Item 12. Confidentiality of Data and Documents 

12.1.   Confidentiality of reports and documents from 2021 
113. Discussion for this agenda item commenced by correspondence in advance of 

the EC.  
114. The meeting agreed that all the reports of meetings and documents submitted to 

meetings under the jurisdiction of CCSBT 28 would be made publicly available 
with the following exception that was listed in the Secretariat’s paper CCSBT-
EC/2110/15: 

• Attachment A of paper CCSBT-ESC/2108/04 from the Secretariat titled 
“Secretariat Review of Catches”. 

115. The EU advised that paper CCSBT-CC/2110/09 on a “Desktop (Phase 1) 
Quality Assurance Review of the European Union (EU)” should be restricted 
until the end of CCSBT 28” and that it may be publicly released with other 
documents immediately on conclusion of the meeting.  

 

Agenda Item 13. Meetings for 2022 

116. Discussion for this agenda item commenced by correspondence in advance of 
the EC.  

117. New Zealand, the meeting host for 2022, advised that it hoped to hold face-to-
face ESC, TCWG, CC and EC meetings, but that it could not yet predict 
whether this will be possible. 

118. Indonesia advised that, due to budgetary constraints, it probably will not be able 
to attend any face-to-face RFMO meetings in 2022. 

119. The meeting noted that it should be technically possible to hold hybrid meetings 
with some participants being physically present and others participating 
virtually. However, it was also commented that this style of meeting would 
disadvantage the delegation(s) attending virtually. 

120. It was agreed that the 14th meeting of the ERSWG would be held online, from 
21 to 25 March 2022. 

121. The EC agreed that the dates for physical ESC, TCWG, CC and EC meetings in 
New Zealand during 2022 will be: 

• The 27th ESC meeting, from 29 August to 3 September 2022;  



 

• The 3rd TCWG Meeting, 5 October 2022; 
• The 17th CC Meeting, from 6 to 8 October 2022; and   
• The 29th EC Meeting, from 10 to 13 October 2022. 

122. It was further agreed that if the ESC, TCWG, CC and/or EC meetings become 
virtual meetings, the new dates would become: 

• ESC: 29 August to 6 September (with a rest day on the Sunday); 
• TCWG: 3 October; 
• CC: 4-7 October; and 
• EC: 10-14 October. 

 

Agenda Item 14. Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair for the Extended 
Commission of the 29th Annual Meeting of the CCSBT 

123. The Chair advised that there were no nominations for the Chair and Vice-Chair 
of the EC, and that consequently, the Chair and Vice-Chair will be determined 
in accordance with past practice and the rotation of meetings. Therefore, New 
Zealand will be Chair of the EC and Korea will be Vice-Chair. 

124. The Chair requested that New Zealand and Korea provide their nominations for 
the Chair and Vice-Chair to the Secretariat as soon as possible. 

125. New Zealand advised that it is not yet able to nominate the Chair, and that in the 
meantime it will nominate an Acting Chair to deal with any essential matters 
such as the recruitment process for the new Executive Secretary. 

126. Korea advised that it will nominate a Vice Chair as soon as possible. 
 

Agenda Item 15. Other Business 

127. Discussion for this agenda item was opened for discussion by correspondence in 
advance of the EC meeting. There was no other business.  

 

Agenda Item 16. Close of Meeting 

16.1.  Adoption of report 
128. The report of the meeting was adopted. 
 

16.2.  Close of meeting 
129. The meeting closed at 7:59 pm (Canberra time), 13 October 2021. 
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Kec. Negara, 

Kab. Jembrana, 

Bali, Indonesia

bagus.sudananjaya@gmail.co

m

Luh Putu Ari WIDIANI Mr. Capture 

Fisheries 

Production 

Managemenet 

Officer of 

Directorate 

General of 

Capture 

Fisheries

Ministry of 

Marine Affairs 

and Fisheries 

Republic of 

Indonesia

Jl. Pelabuhan 

No. 1 

Pengambengan, 

Kec. Negara, 

Kab. Jembrana, 

Bali, Indonesia

luhputuari.widiani@gmail.com

JAPAN

Miwako TAKASE Ms. Counselor Fisheries 

Agency 

Government of 

JAPAN

1-2-1 

Kasumigaseki, 

Chiyoda-city, 

Tokyo

81 3 

3591 

1086

81 3 

3504 

2649

miwako_takase170@maff.go.j

p

Yuki MORITA Mr. Assistant 

Director

Fisheries 

Agency 

Government of 

JAPAN

1-2-1 

Kasumigaseki, 

Chiyoda-city, 

Tokyo 100-

8907, Japan

81 3 

3591 

1086

81 3 

3504 

2649

yuki_morita470@maff.go.jp

Masahiro AKIYAMA Mr. Assistant 

Director

Fisheries 

Agency 

Government of 

JAPAN

1-2-1 

Kasumigaseki, 

Chiyoda-city, 

Tokyo 100-

8907, Japan

81 3 

3591 

1086

81 3 

3504 

2649

masahiro_akiyama170@maff.g

o.jp

Takeshi MIWA Mr. Assistant 

Director

Fisheries 

Agency 

Government of 

JAPAN

1-2-1 

Kasumigaseki, 

Chiyoda-city, 

Tokyo

81 3 

6744 

2364

81 3 

3504 

2649

takeshi_miwa090@maff.go.jp

Yoichiro KIMURA Mr. Section 

Chief

Fisheries 

Agency 

Government of 

JAPAN

1-2-1 

Kasumigaseki, 

Chiyoda-city, 

Tokyo

81 3 

3591 

1086

81 3 

3504 

2649

yoichiro_kimura680@maff.go.

jp

Yosuke YAMADA Mr. Section 

Chief

Fisheries 

Agency 

Government of 

JAPAN

1-2-1 

Kasumigaseki, 

Chiyoda-city, 

Tokyo

81 3 

6744 

2364

81 3 

3504 

2649

yosuke_yamada630@maff.go.j

p

Tomohiro KONDO Mr. Assistatn 

Director

Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs 

of Japan

1-2-2 

Kasumigaseki, 

Tokyo, Japan

81 3 

5501 

8338

tomohiro.kondo-2@mofa.go.jp
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Saori KENMOCHI Ms. Deputy 

Director

Agricultural and 

Marine Products 

Office, Trade 

control 

Department, 

Ministry of 

Economy, Trade 

and Industry

1-3-1, 

Kasumigaseki, 

Chiyoda-ku, 

Tokyo, 100-

8901 Japan

81 3 

3501 

0532

81 3 

3501 

6006

kenmochi-saori@meti.go.jp

Tomoyuki ITOH Dr. Chief 

Scientist

Fisheries 

Resources 

Institute, 

Japan 

Fisheries 

Research and 

Education

Agency

5-7-1 Orido, 

Shimizu, 

Shizuoka 424-

8633, Japan

81 54 

336 

6000

81 543 

35 

9642

itou@fra.affrc.go.jp

Kenji KAGAWA Mr. Pregident Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

kagawa@japantuna.or.jp

Yuji UOZUMI Dr. Special 

Advisor

Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

uozumi@japantuna.or.jp

Kiyoshi KATSUYAMA Mr. Special 

Advisor

Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

katsuyama@japantuna.or.jp

Hiroyuki YOSHIDA Mr. Director Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

yoshida@japantuna.or.jp

Nozomu MIURA Mr. Assistant 

Director

Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

miura@japantuna.or.jp

Daisaku NAGAI Mr. Chief 

Manager

Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

nagai@japantuna.or.jp

Jun DAITO Mr. Manager Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

daito@japantuna.or.jp

Yoshiyuki HAMADA Mr. Advisor Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

hamada.ggb@gmail.com
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Hiroaki KATSUKURA Mr. Advisor Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

hiroaki-k@katsukura.co.jp

Yuta SUZUKI Mr. Advisor Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

y-suzukou@ivy.ocn.ne.jp

Kenichi NISHIKAWA Mr. Advisor Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

goldentuna.1977@amail.plala.

or.jp

Keita KAGOO Mr. Advisor Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

k-taiwa@cd.wakwak.com

Kaoru HANEDA Mr. Advisor Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

katsuei_@d3.dion.ne.jp

Takaaki ANDO Mr. Advisor Japan Tuna 

Fisheries Co-

operative 

Association

31-1, Eitai, 2-

Chome, Koto-

ku, Tokyo, 

Japan 135-0034

81 3 

5646 

2382

81 3 

5646 

2652

wakashio-

8@po4.synapse.ne.jp

Tetsuo SAITO Mr. Chairman National 

Ocean Tuna 

Fishery 

Association

1-28-

44,Shinkawa,C

huo-

ku,Tokyo,104-

0033 Japan

81 3 

6222 

1327

81 3 

6222 

1368

fukuyots@f2.dion.ne.jp

Hirohito IKEDA Mr. Managing 

Director

Ikeda Suisan 370Ashizaki,Ny

uzen,Shimoniik

awa-

gun,Toyama 

Pref. 939-0667

81 765 

76 

0311

81 765 

76 

0313

hirohito@poppy.ocn.ne.jp

Michio SHIMIZU Mr. Executive

 Secretary

National 

Ocean Tuna 

Fishery 

Association

1-28-

44,Shinkawa,C

huo-

ku,Tokyo,104-

0033 Japan

81 3 

6222 

1327

81 3 

6222 

1368

mic-shimizu@zengyoren.jf-

net.ne.jp

Kotaro NISHIDA Mr. Deputy 

Manager

National 

Ocean Tuna 

Fishery 

Association

1-28-

44,Shinkawa,C

huo-

ku,Tokyo,104-

0033 Japan

81 3 

6222 

1327

81 3 

6222 

1368

k-nishida@zengyoren.jf-

net.ne.jp
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Ryuhei SATAKE Man

ager

Sales 

Division

Yanmar 

Marine 

International 

Asia co.,ltd.

1-32, 

Chayamachi, 

Kita-ku, Osaka, 

530-0013, 

Japan

81 6 

7634 

7815

81 6 

7634 

7816

ryuhei_satake@yanmar.com

Makoto TANI Dire

ctor

Marine 

Solution 

Promotion 

Division

Yanmar 

Marine System 

co.,ltd.

3-1-17,Chuo, 

Itami, Hyogo, 

664-0851, 

Japan

81 72 

773 

5862

82 72 

773 

5872

makoto_tani@yanmar.com

Yasutoshi WAKI Man

ager

Marine 

Solution 

Promotion 

Division

Yanmar 

Marine System 

co.,ltd.

3-1-17,Chuo, 

Itami, Hyogo, 

664-0851, 

Japan

81 72 

773 

5862

82 72 

773 

5872

yasutoshi_waki@yanmar.com

Toshiaki SAKAI Me

mbe

r

Marine 

Solution 

Promotion 

Division

Yanmar 

Marine System 

co.,ltd.

3-1-17,Chuo, 

Itami, Hyogo, 

664-0851, 

Japan

81 72 

773 

5862

82 72 

773 

5872

toshiaki_sakai@yanmar.com

Tomoaki NODA Me

mbe

r

Marine 

Solution 

Promotion 

Division

Yanmar 

Marine System 

co.,ltd.

3-1-17,Chuo, 

Itami, Hyogo, 

664-0851, 

Japan

81 72 

773 

5862

82 72 

773 

5872

tomoaki_noda@yanmar.com

Masaharu MORISHITA Me

mbe

r

Sales 

Division

Yanmar 

Marine 

International 

Asia co.,ltd.

1-32, 

Chayamachi, 

Kita-ku, Osaka, 

530-0013, 

Japan

81 6 

7634 

7815

81 6 

7634 

7816

masaharu_morishita@yanmar.

com

Sidney ADHIKA 

HALIM

Me

mbe

r

Sales 

Division

Yanmar 

Marine 

International 

Asia co.,ltd.

1-32, 

Chayamachi, 

Kita-ku, Osaka, 

530-0013, 

Japan

81 6 

7634 

7815

81 6 

7634 

7816

sidneyadhika_halim@yanmar.

com

Jinya AKAIZAWA Me

mbe

r

Sales 

Division

Yanmar 

Marine 

International 

Asia co.,ltd.

1-32, 

Chayamachi, 

Kita-ku, Osaka, 

530-0013, 

Japan

81 6 

7634 

7815

81 6 

7634 

7816

jinya_akaizawa@yanmar.com

Yasuyuki NASU Mr. Senior 

Manager

NEC 

Corporation

1753, 

Shimonumabe, 

Nakahara-ku, 

Kawasaki, 

Kanagawa 211-

8666, Japan

81 90 

4665 

0725

y_nasu@nec.com

Ikuko FUJIKAWA Ms. Manager NEC 

Corporation

1753, 

Shimonumabe, 

Nakahara-ku, 

Kawasaki, 

Kanagawa 211-

8666, Japan

81 90 

2530 

6098

i-fujikawa@nec.com
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NEW ZEALAND

Arthur HORE Mr Head of 

Delegation

Fisheries New 

Zealand

PO Box 53030

Auckland 2022

64 9 

820 

7686

arthur.hore@mpi.govt.nz

Dominic VALLIERES Mr Highly 

Migratory 

Species 

Manager

Fisheries New 

Zealand

PO Box 2526, 

Wellington 6140

64 4 

819 

4654

dominic.vallieres@mpi.govt.n

z

Heather BENKO Ms Senior 

Analyst, 

Highly 

Migratory 

Species

Fisheries New 

Zealand

Private Bag 

12031

Tauranga 3143

64 9 

953 

6245

heather.benko@mpi.govt.nz

Courtney BURNS Ms Compliance 

Advisor, 

International 

Fisheries

Ministry for 

Primary 

Industries

PO Box 2526, 

Wellington 6140

64 3 

466 

3693

courtney.burn@mpi.govt.nz

Sophie IRONSIDE Ms Legal 

Adviser

New Zealand 

Ministry of 

Foreign 

Affairs & 

Trade 

195 Lambton 

Quay, Wellington 

Central, 

Wellington 6011

64 21 

301 

839     

sophie.ironside@mfat.govt.nz 

Abby HUTCHISON Ms Policy 

Officer, 

Environment 

and 

Resource 

Law Team

New Zealand 

Ministry of 

Foreign 

Affairs & 

Trade 

195 Lambton 

Quay, Wellington 

Central, 

Wellington 6011

64 21 

394 

675

Abby.Hutchison@mfat.govt.nz

Kim DRUMMOND Mr Fisheries 

and 

Aquaculture 

Policy 

Manager

Te Ohu 

Kaimoana

158 The Terrace

Wellington 6011

64 4 

931 

9500

64 4 

931 

9518

Kim.Drummond@teohu.maori

.nz

Jesse RIHIA Mr Graduate 

Analyst

Te Ohu 

Kaimoana

158 The Terrace

Wellington 6011

64 4 

931 

9500

64 4 

931 

9518

Jesse.Rihia@teohu.maori.nz

Stephanie BORRELLE Dr Marine & 

Pacific 

Regional 

Coordinator

Birdlife 

International

Stephanie.Borrelle@birdlife.or

g
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Il Kang NA Mr Internation

al 

Cooperatio

n Specialist

Ministry of 

Oceans and 

Fisheries

Government 

Complex 

Building 5, #94, 

Dasom 2-ro, 

Sejong City

82 44 

200 

5377

82 44 

200 

5349

ikna@korea.kr

Sung Il LEE Dr Scientist National 

Institute of 

Fisheries 

Science

216 Gijanghaean-

ro, Gijang-eup, 

Gijang-gun, 

Busan 46083, 

Republic of Korea 

82 51 

720 

2330

82 51 

720 

2337

k.sungillee@gmail.com

Eun Kyoung KIM Ms inspector National Fishery 

Products Quality 

Management 

Service

Ministry of 

Oceans and 

Fisheries

8, Jungang-

daero 30beon-

gil, Jung-gu, 

Busan-si, 

Republic of 

Korea

82 51 

602 

6046

82 51 

602 

6088

ekkiim@korea.kr

Sun Kyoung KIM Ms Policy 

Analyst

Korea 

Overseas 

Fisheries 

Cooperation 

Center

S-Building 6th 

floor, 253, 

Hannuri-daero, 

Sejong, Korea

82 44 

868 

7833

82 44 

868 

7840

  sk.kim@kofci.org 

Soo Min KIM Ms Policy 

Analyst

Korea 

Overseas 

Fisheries 

Cooperation 

Center

S-Building 6th 

floor, 253, 

Hannuri-daero, 

Sejong, Korea

82 44 

868 

7363

82 44 

868 

7840

soominkim@kofci.org

Jea Geol YANG Mr Policy 

Analyst

Korea 

Overseas 

Fisheries 

Cooperation 

Center

S-Building 6th 

floor, 253, 

Hannuri-daero, 

Sejong, Korea

82 44 

868 

7364

82 44 

868 

7840

  jg718@kofci.org

Boram JO Mrs Manager DongWon 

Industries 

CO., LTD.

68 Mabang-Ro, 

Seocho-Gu, 

Seoul, Korea

82 2 

589 

4074

82 2 

589 

4397

polo7321@dongwon.com

Seung Gwon KANG Mr Assistant

Manager

DongWon 

Industries 

CO., LTD.

68 Mabang-Ro, 

Seocho-Gu, 

Seoul, Korea

82 2 

589 

3684

82 2 

589 

4397

veritasivy@dongwon.com

Jeong Hun HWANG Mr Team 

Manager

Dong Won 

Fisheries - 

Vessel 

Operations 

Team

685, Eulsukdo-

Daero, Saha-gu, 

Busan, Korea 

051 

290 

0182

82 51 

206 

2715

jhh@dwsusan.com
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Jin Seok PARK Mr Manager Sajo Industries 

co.,ltd

107-39, Tongil-

ro, Seodaemun-

gu, Seoul, 

Korea

82 2 

3277

1651

82 2 

3656

079

goodtime9@sajo.co.kr

Seung Hyun CHOO Mr Manager Sajo Industries 

co.,ltd

107-39, Tongil-

ro, Seodaemun-

gu, Seoul, 

Korea

82 2 

3277

1655

82 2 

3656

079

shc1980@sajo.co.kr

Bong Jun CHOI Mr Manager KOFA(Korea 

Overseas 

Fisheries 

Associaion)

6th Fl. Samho 

Center Bldg. 

"A" 83, 

Nonhyeon-ro, 

Seocho-gu, 

Seoul, Korea

82 2 

589 

1613

82 2 

589 

1630

bj@kosfa.org

Sang Jin BAEK Mr Assistant

Manager

KOFA(Korea 

Overseas 

Fisheries 

Associaion)

6th Fl. Samho 

Center Bldg. 

"A" 83, 

Nonhyeon-ro, 

Seocho-gu, 

Seoul, Korea

82 2 

589 

1614

82 2 

589 

1630

sjbaek@kosfa.org

Tae Ho KIM Mr Staff KOFA(Kore

a Overseas 

Fisheries 

Associaion)

6th Fl. Samho 

Center Bldg. 

"A" 83, 

Nonhyeon-ro, 

Seocho-gu, 

Seoul, Korea

82 2 

589 

1615

82 2 

589 

1630

taehokim@kosfa.org

OBSERVERS

AGREEMENT ON THE CONSERVATION   OF ALBATROSSES AND PETRELS

Christine BOGLE Dr Executive 

Secretary

ACAP 

Secretariat

119 Macquarie 

St, Hobart, Tas 

7000,Australia

61 4 

1913 

5806

christine.bogle@acap.aq

BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL

Stephanie PRINCE Ms High Seas 

Programme 

Manager 

BirdLife 

International 

The Lodge, 

Sandy, 

Bedfordshire, 

SG19 2DL, UK

n/a n/a stephanie.prince@rspb.org.uk

Yasuko SUZUKI Dr Bycatch 

Programme 

Officer 

BirdLife 

International 

Unizo Kakigara-

cho Kitajima 

Bldg. 1F, 1-13-

1 Nihonbashi 

Kakigara-cho, 

Chuo-ku, 

Tokyo 103-

0014 Japan

n/a n/a yasuko.suzuki@birdlife.org
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HUMANE SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

Alexia WELLBELOVE Ms Senior 

Campaign 

Manager

Humane 

Society 

International

PO Box 439

Avalon NSW 

2107

Australia

61 2 

9973 

1728

alexia@hsi.org.au

Nigel BROTHERS Mr Seabird 

consultant

Humane 

Society 

International

PO Box 439

Avalon NSW 

2107

Australia

61 2 

9973 

1728

61 2 

9973 

1729

brothersbone1@gmail.com

PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS

Glen HOLMES Dr Officer, 

International 

Fisheries

The Pew 

Charitable 

Trusts

241 Adelaide 

St, Brisbane, 

Qld 4000, 

Australia

61 419 

791 

532

gholmes@pewtrusts.org

Alyson KAUFFMAN Ms Senior 

Associate, 

International 

Fisheries

The Pew 

Charitable 

Trusts

901 E Street, 

N.W., 

Washington, 

DC  20004 

USA

1 202 

54067

56

akauffman@pewtrusts.org

Robin DAVIES Mr Officer The Pew 

Charitable 

Trusts

44 20 

75354

240

rdavies@pewtrusts.org

Laura EELS Ms Associate The Pew 

Charitable 

Trusts

44 20 

75354

219

leeles@pewtrusts.org

INTERPRETERS

Kumi KOIKE Ms

Yoko YAMAKAGE Ms

Kaori ASAKI Ms

CCSBT SECRETARIAT

Robert KENNEDY Mr Executive 

Secretary

rkennedy@ccsbt.org

Akira SOMA Mr Deputy 

Executive 

Secretary

asoma@ccsbt.org

Colin MILLAR Mr Database 

Manager

CMillar@ccsbt.org

Susie IBALL Ms Compliance 

Manager

siball@ccsbt.org

PO Box 37, 

Deakin West 

ACT 2600

AUSTRALIA

61 2 

6282 

8396

61 2 

6282 

8407

mailto:leeles@pewtrusts.org
mailto:rdavies@pewtrusts.org
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Online 

 

1. Opening of the Meeting 

1.1.   Confirmation of Chair and Vice-Chair for the Extended Commission of the   

  Twenty-Eighth Meeting of the Commission 

1.2.   Adoption of Agenda 

1.3.   Opening Statements 

1.3.1. Members 

1.3.2. Observers 

 

2. Report from the Secretariat 

 

3. Finance and Administration  

3.1.  Report from the Finance and Administration Committee 

 

4. Review of SBT Fisheries and ERS Interactions 

4.1.  Reports on Members’ projects 

 

5. Report from the Compliance Committee  

 

6. Report from the Extended Scientific Committee 

 

7. Total Allowable Catch and its Allocation 

7.1.   Attributable SBT Catch 

7.2.   TAC Determination 

7.3.   Research Mortality Allowance 

7.4.   Allocation of TAC 

 

8. Ecologically Related Species (ERS) 

 

9. Report of the Performance Review of the CCSBT 

 

10. Relationship with non-Members 

 

11. Activities with Other Organisations 

11.1.  Reports from other RFMO meetings of interest 

 

12. Confidentiality of Data and Documents 

12.1.  Confidentiality of reports and documents from 2021 

 

13. Meetings for 2022 

 



14. Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair for the Extended Commission of the 

Twenty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the CCSBT 

 

15. Other Business 

 

16. Close of Meeting 

16.1.   Adoption of report 

16.2.   Close of meeting 
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4. (Secretariat) Report from the Secretariat (EC agenda item 2) 
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6. (Secretariat) Draft 2022 and indicative 2023 - 2024 Budgets (EC agenda item 3) 

7. (Secretariat) Review of SBT Fisheries and ERS Interactions (EC agenda item 4) 

8. (Secretariat) Report from the Compliance Committee (EC agenda item 5) 

9. (SC Chair) Chair’s report of the Twenty Sixth Meeting of the Extended Scientific 

Committee (Rev.1) 

(EC agenda item 6) 

10. (Secretariat) Total Allowable Catch and its Allocation (EC agenda item 7) 

11. (Secretariat) Update to CCSBT’s Resolution on Ecologically Related Species 

(ERS) (EC Agenda item 8) 

12. (Secretariat) Draft Agenda for ERSWG 14 (EC Agenda item 8) 

13. (Secretariat) Relationship with Non-Members (EC agenda item 10)  

14. (Secretariat) Activities with Other Organisations (EC agenda item 11) 

15. (Secretariat) Confidentiality of Data and Documents (EC agenda item 12) 

16. (SC Chair) Presentation of the Report of the 26th Meeting of the Scientific 

Committee incorporating the Extended Scientific Committee (EC agenda item 6) 

17. (Taiwan) Report from the CCSBT Observer (TAIWAN) on the 98th Annual 

Meeting of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission  

(EC Agenda item 11.1) 

18. (New Zealand) Reducing uncertainty in SBT farming statistics  

(EC Agenda item 4.1) 

19. (Korea) Report from the CCSBT Observer to the Seventeenth Regular Session of 

the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC)  

(EC Agenda item 11.1) 

20. (CCSBT) 2021 CCSBT Interim Performance Review (EC Agenda item 9) 

21. (CCSBT) 2021 CCSBT Performance Review - Views of stakeholders  

(EC Agenda item 9) 



 

22. (Japan) Report from the CCSBT Observer to the 2020 Discussions on Essential 

Commission Business in Lieu of The 22nd Special Meeting of The International 

Commission for The Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 

(EC Agenda item 11.1) 

23. (Australia) Australia’s progress towards implementation of stereo video (EC 

Agenda item 4.1) 

24. (New Zealand) Report from the CCSBT Observer (New Zealand) to the 39th 

Annual Meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Living 

Resources (EC Agenda item 11.1) 

25. (Indonesia) Report from the CCSBT Observer to the 25th Session of the Indian 

Ocean Tuna Commission (EC Agenda item 11.1) 

 

 

(CCSBT-EC/2110/Rep) 

1. Report of the Sixteenth Meeting of the Compliance Committee (October 2021) 

2. Report of the Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Scientific Committee (August 2021) 

3. Report of the Twenty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Commission (October 

2020) 

4. Report of the Fifteenth Meeting of the Compliance Committee (October 2020) 

5. Report of the Twenty-Fifth Meeting of the Scientific Committee (September 

2020) 

6. Report of the Eleventh Operating Model and Management Procedure Technical 

Meeting (June 2020) 

7. Report of the Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Commission (October 2019) 

8. Report of The Thirteenth Meeting of the Ecologically Related Species Working 

Group (May 2019) 

9. Report of the Twenty-Fifth Annual Meeting of the Commission (October 2018) 

 

 

(Documents to be discussed from the Compliance Committee Meeting)1 

(CCSBT-CC/2110/SBT Fisheries -) 

Australia Annual Report to the Compliance Committee and the Extended 

Commission  

European Union  Annual Report to the Compliance Committee and the Extended 

Commission 

 
1 Documents from CC meeting which Members might want to discuss at the Extended Commission 

(EC) meeting. These documents will not be renumbered. 



 

Indonesia Annual Report to the Compliance Committee and the Extended 

Commission 

Japan Annual Report to the Compliance Committee and the Extended 

Commission 

Korea Annual Report to the Compliance Committee and the Extended 

Commission  

New Zealand Annual Report to the Compliance Committee and the Extended 

Commission 

South Africa Annual Report to the Compliance Committee and the Extended 

Commission (Rev.2) 

Taiwan  Annual Report to the Compliance Committee and the Extended 

Commission (Rev.1) 

 

(CCSBT-CC/2110/) 

1. Provisional Agenda  

2. List of Participants 

3. List of Documents 

4. (Secretariat) Compliance with CCSBT Management Measures (Rev.1)  

(CC agenda item 2.1) 

5. (Secretariat) Annual Report on Members’ implementation of ERS measures and 

performance with respect to ERS (CC agenda item 2.1) 

6. (Secretariat) Corrective Actions Policy: Review of Indonesia’s Implementation of 

its Payback Plan (CC agenda item 2.4.2) 

7. (Secretariat) Progress Report on 2021 Compliance Committee WorkPlan Items 

(CC agenda item 4) 

8. (Secretariat) Operation of CCSBT MCS Measures (Rev.1)  

(CC agenda items 2.2.2 and 5) 

9. (CCSBT) Quality Assurance Review of the EU On behalf of the Commission for 

the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CC agenda item 7.1.2) 

10. (Secretariat) Proposed Revisions to the CCSBT’s CDS Resolution  

(CC agenda item 7.3) 

11. (Secretariat) Potential Non-Member Fishing Activity/Trade & Trade Summaries 

(CC agenda item 7.4) 

12. (Secretariat) Draft Revised Minimum Performance Requirements (MPRs) (CC 

agenda item 8.1) 

13. (Secretariat) Update on CCSBT’s Compliance Relationships with Other Bodies 

and Organisations (CC agenda item 8.3)  



 

14. (Secretariat) Progress Update on the CCSBT’s On-line Data Submission/ Access 

Project (CC agenda item 9.1) 

15. (Secretariat) Progress Update on the CCSBT’s Trial eCDS Project  

(CC agenda item 9.2)  

16. (Secretariat) Pilot analysis for verification of reported catch by Members with 

CDS data and tag survey data obtained from Japanese market  

(CC agenda item 7.2.2) 

17. (Australia) Compliance Assessment Process - Reporting from the intersessional 

correspondence group (CC agenda item 7.1.1) 

18. (New Zealand) Report back from the intersessional discussion group on predated 

southern bluefin tuna (CC agenda item 6) 

19. (Indonesia) Implementation of the Indonesia’s payback plan on the over catch of 

2020 (CC agenda item 2.4.2) 

20. (Indonesia) Implementation of Indonesia’s work plan to remain within TAC for 

2021 (CC agenda item 2.4.2) 

21. (Indonesia) Further investigation into discrepancies between COMTRADE and 

Indonesia CDS data (CC agenda item 4) 

22. (BirdLife and CCSBT) Update on the Project for Enhancing the Implementation 

of Ecologically Related Species Seabird Measures within CCSBT Fisheries 

(Rev.2) (CC agenda item 10) 

23. (Pew Charitable Trusts) A Comparative Analysis of AIS Data with the 

Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna Statistical Areas 

Reported Transshipment Activity in 2019 (CC agenda item 7.4) 

 

(CCSBT-TCWG/2110/) 

4. (Secretariat) Background Paper for the 7 & 8 April 2021 eCDS Working Group  

(CC agenda item 9.2) 

5. (Secretariat) Background Paper #2 for the eCDS Working Group: Error checking 

in the eCDS (Rev.1) 

(CC agenda item 9.2) 

6. (Japan) Update on Japanese market proposal  

(CC agenda item 7.2.1 and 7.2.3) 

 



Attachment 4 – 1 

 

Opening Statement by Australia 

 

On behalf of the Australian delegation, I would like to welcome you to CCSBT28, for 

which Australia is the host this year. Once again, we find ourselves meeting virtually, 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

We recognise the limitations of meetings of this type which provide only limited 

opportunities to meet informally to find solutions to issues. However, I understand 

Compliance Committee was able to complete its work last week with a great deal of 

flexibility and goodwill. Australia thanks all Members for their constructive approach 

to this important work which I’m sure will continue this week. We are hopeful that 

face to face meetings can resume next year. 

We want to acknowledge the Secretariat for the great work they do throughout the 

year, and in the lead up to these meetings. In particular, the contingency planning and 

video conference organisation has been excellent, and the pre-meeting discussion 

process, which we see as particularly useful and efficient and something we could 

adopt for future meetings even after the current restrictions end.  

Australia would also like to thank our translators who have the difficult task of 

keeping up with complex discussions, and on whom we rely on so heavily. The added 

complexity of virtual meetings must make their work even more challenging. 

Australia has made some good progress since our meeting last year. We continue to 

progress a trial of stereo video systems available worldwide and look forward to 

reporting on the outcome of that work upon completion. We are also putting in place 

measures to improve the return of our CDS import forms.  

Australia will continue to advocate strongly for the broad adoption of electronic 

monitoring systems throughout SBT fisheries noting likely improvements in reporting 

of catch, discards and ecologically related species interactions. EM may also help us 

better understand and tackle the seabird bycatch problem in part of the fishery, which 

has to be one of the highest priorities for the Commission now. 

Australia takes to opportunity to express our support for CCSBT Members who 

continue to be affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and note the very real impacts it 

is causing across industry, government, and the wider community. We note in 

particular South Africa’s circumstances and wish them well moving forward. 

Australia remains committed to working constructively with all members this week to 

achieve the best outcomes for CCSBT.  

Thank you. 



Attachment 4 – 2 

 

Opening Statement by the European Union 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The EU Delegation is once again very happy to participate in the Annual Meeting of 

the CCSBT Extended Commission. We would like to thank the Secretariat for the 

hard and competent work dedicated to the preparation of this virtual meeting as well 

as for the progress achieved in the pre-meeting exchanges and the support provided to 

delegations. 

We all continue suffering from the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic but we 

trust, that again, with the constant support of the Secretariat and the efforts made by 

Members and stakeholders, fishing activities will remain on track and the SBT stock 

keeps rebuilding. In this this difficult framework, we should continue our efforts to 

improve the level of compliance, which is essential to ensure the sustainability of all 

CCSBT fishing activities. 

The European Union welcomes the work and recommendations of the Scientific 

Committee, which set the direction to be followed in terms of Conservation Measures. 

As in previous years with regard to Ecological Related Species (ERS), the EU fully 

supports the implementation and updating of ERS mitigation and management 

measures.  

Looking at the remaining uncertainties in accounting mortalities in SBT farms as well 

as the management of information related to SBT markets, we are very keen to follow 

the progress accomplished since the last plenary. The EU encourages a prompt catch 

up of the delays in implementing the stereo-video technology that is the best available 

methodology for estimating the weight of SBT in farms. Moreover, the EU, 

recognising the efforts made during the intersessional period, would like to push for 

more accuracy on the information concerning SBT markets.  

The EU is pleased with the conclusions of its desktop Quality Assurance Review 

(QAR) as discussed in the Compliance Committee. This QAR provides some 

guidance in respect to possible adjustments in the European Monitoring, Surveillance 

and Control mechanisms and necessary tunings in relevant CCSBT Resolutions. 

With regard to the conclusions of the Compliance Committee and particularly the 

introduction of electronic monitoring mechanisms, the EU globally supports 

innovation but remains seeking convergence and complementarity with the situation 

of other tuna RFMOs.   

To conclude, I would like to underline our willingness to work constructively and co-

operatively with all Members to make this CCSBT session a success. 

Thank you. 



Attachment 4 – 3 

 

Opening Statement by the Fishing Entity of Taiwan 

 

Honorable Chairperson, Distinguished Delegates, Observers, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

Taiwan is delighted to participate in the 28th meeting of the CCSBT. On behalf of My 

delegation, I would like to extend our appreciation to Mr. Kennedy, the Executive 

Secretary, and the Secretariat staff for your excellent work in arranging all the virtual 

meetings and preparing the comprehensive meeting documents. Besides, taking this 

opportunity, I would like to express our gratitude to the Performance Review Panel 

Chair and all the panelists for conducting the review under the extraordinary 

circumstances, and express our deepest condolences to the family and friends of the 

late Panel Chair, Dr. Fábio Hazin. 

This year has been extraordinarily challenging for both the government and the 

industry. The fisheries operation has been greatly affected by the second wave of the 

COVID-19 in Taiwan, which leads to some of the management measures are forced to 

be conducted through alternative means. For example, the deployment of the IOTC 

ROP observers and the members’ scientific observer program has been significantly 

reduced or ceased. Even in such a situation, Taiwan, as a cooperating member of the 

CCSBT, commits and makes its effort to comply with all Resolution of the CCSBT 

and the Conservation and Management Measure of relevant RFMOs for the 

Ecologically Related Species, and we also have taken the appropriate measures to 

mitigate the impact of the extraordinary circumstances to the greatest extent possible. 

Regarding the allocation of the total allowable catch (TAC) of Southern Bluefin Tuna, 

one of the critical issues for the 26th Extended Scientific Committee recommends was 

that the TAC in 2022 remains at 17,647 tones, which indicates that the stock is 

expected to maintain on the path of rebuilding under current management procedure. 

Taiwan is glad to see the positive outcome of the SBT stock, and we also believe that 

a solid monitoring scheme and implementation of corrective action, if needed, to its 

full extent is critical for long-term conservation and sustainable utilisation of the 

resources. 

Finally, I look forward to working with all members in the following days to achieve 

constructive outcomes for the sustainability of the SBT fishery. 

We wish for a successful meeting, thank you. 



Attachment 4 – 4 

 

Opening Statement by Indonesia 

 

Honourable Chair  

Executive Secretary of the Commission, Distinguished Delegates, Observers, Ladies 

and Gentlemen,  

To begin with, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia, I would like 

to thank the Secretariat for the effective and efficient ways to facilitate the virtual 28th 

Annual Meeting amidst the obstacles of the lingering Covid-19 pandemic since last 

year. I am also taking this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation to the Chair 

of the Extended Commission, Mr. Max Kitchell, Executive Secretary, Mr. Robert 

Kennedy, and all Chairs of the Committees and Working Groups as well as 

Secretariat Staffs for their work throughout the year, and for always doing excellent 

jobs in arranging all preparatory works to this meeting.  

Further, I would like to retake this opportunity to express our solidarity with Member 

States who are fighting against Covid-19 and our sincere condolences for their loss. 

Hopefully, we could strive together to fight the disease in the spirit of good 

cooperation. In the middle of this unfortunate event, we shall endure and adapt. This 

meeting is thus held virtually with the protocols managed by the Secretariat and 

Chair. We hope that we could keep our spirit to have fruitful discussions in this 

meeting. 

Honourable Chair and distinguished delegates, 

In principle, Indonesia strongly keeps the commitments made as part of the plans 

agreed in EC27 meeting to ensure Indonesia’s catch remaining within TAC for 2021. 

To date, Indonesia has implemented most of the work plan that was submitted the last 

year, and will continue to implement the work plan as we know that we have a 

payback plan for our over-catch in 2022.  

We are willing to improve our management tools and welcome any assistance from 

other members and the Secretariat to ensure that Indonesia's management measures 

for SBT are in place to have better control of quota utilisation. As a member, 

Indonesia kindly asks the CCSBT and members to work together with Indonesia to 

seek a solution within the preferred policy framework.  

Regarding electronic catch documentation scheme, Indonesia will continue to 

participate in the trial of e-CDS. Indonesia has experiences in implementing our own 

e-CDS since 2015. It has gone through several improvements to adapt to the needs 

and practicality, with the aim at better data monitoring on SBT catch. 

Honourable Chair and distinguished delegates,  

As we acknowledge, SBT migrates within the Indonesian fisheries management areas 

and goes even further within the first 12 nautical miles from the Indonesia coastlines, 

where the SBT spawning areas are located. The natural behaviour of such SBT makes 



it almost impossible for artisanal and small-scale tuna fishers who fish in their 

"backyard" waters to stop fishing tuna and tuna-like species.  

This condition should be considered to be unique and special features of Indonesia 

which distinguishes Indonesia from other Parties to CCSBT and which also has a long 

history of SBT resource user. Therefore, we hope that the next discussion on the new 

TAC will include a pathway towards fairness and impartial consideration for 

developing coastal state rights and interest. 

Honourable Chair and distinguished delegates,  

To conclude my remarks, I hope that all of the critical agendas to be deliberated this 

week in this Commission meeting will provide beneficial results that can contribute 

significantly to our joint efforts to meet the utmost CCSBT objectives. With that, I 

would like to underline our willingness to work constructively and cooperatively with 

other delegations for the success of this meeting.  

Thank you. May all of us stay safe and healthy during this pandemic.  

 



Attachment 4 – 5 

 

Opening Statement by Japan 

 

On behalf of the Japanese Delegation, I would like to make an opening statement. 

First of all, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Executive Secretary, 

Mr. Kennedy and staffs of the CCSBT Secretariat for their tireless efforts for 

organising this meeting even under such an arduous situation as caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, as well as to the interpreters for their excellent job. It is a very 

sad news that Mr. Kennedy will retire from the Executive Secretary’s position next 

year. I would like to express our sincere appreciation to his wide, long and excellent 

contributions to the CCSBT so far. We should do our best to find out equally capable 

candidates for his successor. 

While it is my first time to participate in CCSBT meeting, I have heard a lot of 

CCSBT’s good international reputation for its well-established harvest strategy based 

on the Management Procedure (MP). Meanwhile, even with the MP, it is important to 

minimise uncertainties relating to catch of Southern Bluefin Tuna (SBT), whether it is 

attributable to Members or non-Members. To further strengthen the robustness of the 

MP, we once again request Australia to surely take positive actions toward 

implementation on stereo-video cameras, including on-site trial. The progress should 

receive scientific review by the Scientific Committee in terms of reduction of 

uncertainty.  

Also, following the last year’s discussion, Japan has presented a comprehensive 

update for the Commission-wide catch verification scheme utilising market 

information. As the relative importance of the Japanese market has been decreasing, 

more attention and focus should be given to other SBT markets, including those in 

non-Members.  

Finally, I would like to conclude my remarks by expressing my hope that we will be 

able to make an important step forward for the future development of the CCSBT and 

further re-building of SBT stock, through a constructive discussion among all 

participants during this five-day meeting. 

Thank you very much. 



Attachment 4 – 6 

 

Opening Statement by New Zealand 

 

Tena koutou, tënä koutou, tënä koutou katoa. Nga mihi nui ki a koutou 

Greetings to CCSBT members and observers.  

We meet again in a virtual environment and I would like to acknowledge the 

challenges we all face in dealing with the global pandemic that has beset us. In this 

regard, New Zealand extends its appreciation to the Secretariat for working 

assiduously to maintain the work of the Commission during these difficult times. Our 

appreciation is also extended to the Chairs and members of the subsidiary committees 

of the Commission and the intersessional working groups that continued their 

business during the year. Particular thanks go to the members of the performance 

review panel who had their own special and tragic challenges to deal with. 

As usual we have several important issues to consider at this meeting and we look 

forward to working with Members towards a constructive outcome. Our thoughts also 

extend to next year’s meeting, which New Zealand will host. It is perhaps too early to 

predict whether we will meet in person but it will be at this meeting that we decide the 

global catch limit for the next three year quota block. We believe that next year’s 

decisions should be informed by the best information that we have available and we 

encourage best endeavours to reduce the uncertainties that have plagued past 

Commission meetings. We acknowledge the efforts of Japan in this regard. 

We look forward to hearing the views of Members on the issues before us this week. 

Kia kaha colleagues 



Attachment 4 – 7 

 

Opening Statement by the Republic of Korea 

 

Greetings from Sejong, Korea. 

We would like to start our opening statement by thanking the Executive Secretary and 

Secretariat staff for organising this virtual meeting in such a smooth and stable 

manner despite all the constraints stemming from the pandemic. It’s a pity that we 

have not been able to have in-person meetings for two years in a row now and we 

sincerely hope that 2022 will bring us good news regarding COVID-19 situation.  

We believe that the most important achievements that CCSBT accomplished in 

recently years, among others, are the establishment and continuous improvement of 

MP as well as the ongoing recovery of the SBT resources. Although there still is some 

room for further refinement of the MP and the stock remains below the level 

estimated to produce MSY, the rebuilding pace of 5% per year over the last 10 years 

is something we can be proud of and we appreciate the strong commitments and 

contributions of CCSBT Members. We have no doubt that all Members will continue 

to do their best for the conservation and optimum utilisation of SBT stock based on 

the existing CCSBT Resolutions and other rules in place. Most of all, we are mindful 

of the importance of scientific data submission and compliance with the TAC or 

national allocation. Although the COVID-19 still has a lingering negative impact on 

Members ability to fulfill their obligations under CCSBT Resolutions, we believe that 

the current difficult situation will come to an end soon.  

At the same time, in order for us to be able to continue this successful management of 

SBT stock, we believe that the dialogue or communication among scientists, fisheries 

managers, fishers and NGOs are crucial. Especially, those elements related to 

scientific work of the Commission such as stock assessment and running of MP are 

very difficult for non-scientists to understand, and we would like to explore a possible 

way to enhance the dialogue or communication between scientists and other 

stakeholders who are not scientists. We believe some of the other RFMOs have 

examples of addressing this matter.  

Having said that, we very much look forward to working with the Chairman, all 

Members, NGOs and the Secretariat during the 28th Annual meeting of the 

Commission, and hope the meeting will be a productive and successful one. 

Thank you very much. 



Attachment 5 – 1 

 

Opening Statement by  

the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP) 

 

ACAP is pleased to be able to participate in the virtual meetings of the Compliance 

Committee and Extended Commission. We congratulate the Chairs and the CCSBT 

Secretariat on the smooth arrangements for these meetings in difficult times.  

We value our cooperative relationship with the CCSBT enshrined in our 

Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2015. This MOU is soon to expire and we 

look forward to renewing it so as to continue to facilitate collaboration between 

CCSBT and ACAP to support efforts to minimise bycatch of albatrosses and petrels. 

Through its 13 Parties, the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels 

(ACAP https://acap.aq) strives to conserve albatrosses and petrels by coordinating 

international activities to mitigate threats to their populations. Bycatch in pelagic 

longline fisheries is one of the greatest threats to seabirds, particularly albatrosses and 

petrels. ACAP continues to work with others to address the challenges of the 

conservation crisis faced by albatrosses and petrels. This crisis requires ongoing, 

concerted efforts by all whose activities have an impact on the fate of these birds. The 

theme of World Albatross Day 2021, celebrated on 19 June, was “Ensuring Albatross 

Friendly Fisheries”. We see this as a joint endeavour for ACAP, RFMOs and others. 

Fortunately, the crisis is not insoluble. Within jurisdictions where implementation of 

effective mitigation measures and appropriate enforcement has occurred, reductions in 

seabird bycatch have been demonstrated, sometimes dramatically so and without 

perceived detrimental consequences arising.  

ACAP is pleased to see progress with the development of the CCSBT/BirdLife 

International initiative on enhancing education on, and implementation of, 

Ecologically Related Species seabird measures within CCSBT fisheries, a project 

which we fully support.    

ACAP continues to investigate best practice mitigation measures and to provide 

updated advice and guidance. The most recent meetings of ACAP’s Seabird Bycatch 

Working Group (SBWG10) and Advisory Committee (AC12), held in August-

September this year, reviewed ACAP’s best practice advice. Two additional 

mitigation measures for pelagic longline fisheries were assessed against the six best 

practice seabird bycatch mitigation criteria adopted by ACAP. These were underwater 

bait setting devices, specifically the Underwater Bait Setter’ (Skadia Technologies) 

and the Hookpod-mini. Following this review, ACAP recommends that the most 

effective way to reduce seabird bycatch in pelagic longline fisheries is the 

simultaneous use of weighted branch lines, bird scaring lines and night setting, or use 

of one of the assessed hook-shielding and underwater bait setting devices. 

AC12 also adopted new guidelines for observers and for electronic monitoring, which 

we consider will be of interest to the CCSBT. Documents and reports submitted to the 

CCSBT Compliance Committee and Extended Commission illustrate that, while there 



have been some improvements, bycatch of seabirds remains a critical issue in CCSBT 

fisheries. We also note the difficulties some members have experienced in providing 

the required level of observer coverage.  

We look forward to presenting our new advice and guidelines to the ERSWG meeting 

next March and discussing them in more detail on that occasion. 



Attachment 5 – 2 

 

Opening Statement by BirdLife International 

 

BirdLife International thanks the Extended Commission (EC) for the opportunity to 

participate as an observer to this meeting. BirdLife International also thanks the 

CCSBT Secretariat and Members for continuing progress to improve fisheries 

management. We recognise the difficulties that the COVID-19 pandemic presents and 

sincerely appreciate the efforts that have been made to continue work and hold 

meetings at this time. 

Firstly, BirdLife wishes to acknowledge some of the improvements in regards to 

seabirds over the last year, in particular the reduction in seabird bycatch rates of 

Members and the continued  collaboration between Members, the Secretariat and 

BirdLife on the joint project on seabirds that is due to commence in mid-2022.  

Despite this progress the reduction in observer coverage in 2020 has hampered the 

ability of the CCSBT and Members to monitor the impacts of the SBT fishery, 

including on ERS interactions and compliance with mitigation measures. Indeed, 

some fleets were not meeting the minimum observer coverage requirements pre-

COVID19 and observer rates have decreased in 2020 with some Members having no 

observer coverage at all. BirdLife acknowledges that COVID-19 continues to 

represent an unprecedented situation, however we emphasise the need for CCSBT 

members to adapt to the COVID19 reality and the need to meet their obligations to 

implement CMMs and fulfil observer data requirements.  

BirdLife again notes the opportunity afforded by Electronic Monitoring systems on 

vessels to provide higher and more representative coverage of the CCSBT fleets than 

current observer programmes.  

The preliminary CCSBT Interim Performance Report highlights concerns over the 

CCSBTs inability to date to address the impact of SBT fisheries on nontarget species 

that belong to the same ecosystem, in particular seabirds. BirdLife shares this concern 

and welcomes the recommendation to look for ways to address any clarity issues 

surrounding CCSBT's mandate around the management of ERS. As well as the 

suggestions to increase resources for ERSWG and the EC to develop strengthened 

CMMs on ERS, particularly in reducing seabird mortality. We urge the CCBST and 

Members to take heed of the recommendations of the report and to implement the 

recommendations as soon as possible to ensure that the CCSBT lessens its impact on 

ERS.  

We remind the EC again that despite seabird Conservation Management Measures 

(CMMs) being in place in the tuna RFMOs for a decade, seabird bycatch in CCSBT 

remains concerningly high and implementation of the seabird CMM still requires 

improvement. BirdLife would like to remind Members that 15 of the 22 albatross 

species remain threatened with extinction – and that longline fisheries in high risk 

areas, authorised by tuna RFMOs, continue to be the principal cause of this 

conservation crisis. Of all five tuna commissions CCSBT has the highest degree of 



overlap between its fisheries and albatrosses, such that it is impossible for CCSBT 

member states to escape responsibility for seabird deaths caused by the tuna 

longliners they authorise.   

It’s now more than twenty years since CCAMLR members took effective steps to fix 

this same albatross bycatch problem in sub-Antarctic toothfish fisheries, and it is time 

that the tuna RFMOs, including CCSBT take further actions to solve this entirely 

avoidable issue. 



Attachment 5 – 3 

 

Opening Statement by Humane Society International 

 

Humane Society International (HSI) wishes to thank the Extended Commission for 

the opportunity to participate once again as an observer to this important decision-

making meeting. Despite the circumstances leading us to again meet virtually, we 

look forward to further progress in securing the sustainability of the SBT fishery, both 

in terms of SBT and in terms of the impact that SBT fishing has on non-target species, 

seabirds in particular, which Members have agreed is the main incidental catch of 

concern. 

CCSBT fisheries have some of the highest albatross bycatch in the world. HSI has 

long advocated that CCSBT fulfil its duties under current international legal 

frameworks to remove the threat of extinction posed by the longline fishing it 

authorises.  

HSI is concerned the interim CCSBT Performance Review highlights the inability to 

address the impact of SBT fisheries on non-target species, in particular seabirds in 

light of the conservation crisis they are currently experiencing. HSI supports the 

recommendations focused on ecologically related species (ERS) and particularly 

seabirds in this review. It is clear that members must take this criticism seriously and 

give far greater priority to this issue. The results of the performance review must not 

be ignored. 

The use of Electronic Monitoring Systems (EMS) have the potential to be an 

important element for compliance and better ERS performance. HSI supports the use 

of EMS, and encourages its advancement, with a suggested initial primary objective 

in CCSBT of EMS for verifying mitigation measure compliance specifically, with the 

aim of consistency across relevant RFMO’s.  

Of all five tuna commissions CCSBT has the greatest overlap between its fisheries 

and albatrosses, yet currently, CCSBT only requires vessels to use bird scaring lines 

and to follow the seabird bycatch mitigation requirements of other tuna RFMOs. 

Improved mitigation measures across all RFMOs are urgently required due to 

continued very high rates of albatross bycatch in some CCSBT longline fleets, 

reported low levels of compliance with mitigation measure use and the lack of ability 

of CCSBT to undertake compliance actions under the current system.  

HSI again takes the opportunity to urge CCSBT to adopt binding requirements for 

vessels to use effective seabird bycatch mitigation measures, as a condition of access 

to the SBT fishery, and that these requirements reflect best practice bycatch mitigation 

as recommended by the Agreement for the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels 

(ACAP). It should be noted that existing seabird bycatch mitigation measures of 

WCPFC, IOTC and ICCAT fall short of ACAP best practice advice, which includes 

more effective line weight specifications and the use of not two, but three measures in 

areas of highest albatross bycatch.   



In conclusion the EC is reminded that albatross populations are in serious decline and 

are declared to be facing a conservation crisis – and that longline fisheries in high risk 

areas, authorised by tuna RFMOs, continue to be the principal cause. In this final term 

for longstanding Executive Secretary Bob Kennedy, we would like to wish him a 

productive and successful term, and HSI looks forward to seeing CCSBT Members 

work to strengthen required mitigation measures and prevent noncompliance.  

Thank you Chair and Members for your time.  

 

Humane Society International Australia 

8th October 2021. 



Attachment 6 

 

Process for Recruitment of a new Executive Secretary for the CCSBT 

 

It is proposed that the target commencement date of the new Executive Secretary be 

Monday 26 September 2022. This will provide approximately one month of overlap 

with the current Executive Secretary (ES) and it will also allow the new ES to attend 

the October 2022 annual meetings of the Compliance Committee and Extended 

Commission. It is further proposed that the recruitment process be conducted 

sufficiently early, so that if an international applicant is successful, that person can 

arrive in Canberra and commence work by the target commencement date. 

 

The following recruitment timetable is therefore proposed, noting that there may need 

to be some flexibility with the exact dates. Each step of the recruitment timetable is 

described in further detail after the table below. 
Task Completion Date in 2022 

1. Position Description and Selection Criteria agreed  1 February (Tuesday) 

2. Position advertised  4 February (Friday) 

3. Applications close  4 March (Friday) 

4. Applications sent to Members by Secretariat 7 March (Monday) 

5. Members Rank their top 5 preferred candidates for an 

interview and send to Sec  

25 March (Friday) 

6. Secretariat score the candidates and advise Members 

of the top 5 candidates to be interviewed  

29 March (Tuesday) 

7. Secretariat contact interviewees and notify them of 

interview date 

30-31 March (Wed.-Thu.) 

8. Conduct interviews and select preferred candidate 11-14 April (Mon.-Thu.) 

9. Notify successful candidate 19 April (Tuesday) 

 

(1) Position Description and Selection Criteria 

The Secretariat will circulate a draft position description, selection criteria and 

advertisement to Members for their consideration. Members will be asked to suggest 

changes to these documents and the Secretariat will circulate the agreed documents to 

Members by 1 February 2022.  

 

It is proposed that the ES position be open to all people, regardless of nationality. 

 

The advertisement will specify that applications are to be sent to the current ES. The 

current ES will also be the contact point for any questions in relation to the position. 

 

(2) Advertising the position 

The Secretariat will provide the agreed position description, selection criteria and 

advertisement to the Regional Secretariat Network for distribution to all RFMOs and 

to the IMCSN for distribution to its network. The Secretariat will also publish these 

documents on the CCSBT’s website and on the joint tuna RFMO website (www.tuna-

org.org). 

 

Members are asked to advertise the ES position domestically through newspapers or 

other appropriate means. Members may also wish to target people that they consider 

to be suitable for the position and provide the position information to those people. 

http://www.tuna-org.org/
http://www.tuna-org.org/


Furthermore, Members and the Secretariat are asked to distribute the advertisement 

and associated documents to any other interested parties. 

 

(3 & 4) Applications close & sent to Members 

No applications will be accepted after the closing date unless the closing date is 

extended.  

 

Applications will be treated confidentially, so the current ES will only email 

applications to Heads of Delegations (unless a Head of Delegation nominates a 

different person to receive this communication). 

 

(5, 6 & 7) Ranking and scoring of the top 5 candidates and notification of 

interviewees  

It is proposed that only five people be interviewed for the ES position. Members are 

therefore asked to rank their top 5 preferred candidates and provide those rankings to 

the current ES. 

 

The current ES will then sum all the ranks received1, advise Members of the top 5 

candidates that will be interviewed, and contact the candidates to set the interview 

dates. 

 

(8) Interviews and selection of the preferred candidate  

The CCSBT Chair (or the Vice-Chair if the Chair has not been nominated) will Chair 

the interviews as well as the session to select the preferred candidate after the 

interviews. If neither the Chair or Vice-Chair has been nominated, the 2022 CCSBT 

hosting Member (New Zealand) will Chair the interviews and the selection session. 

The interview panel will consist of one representative of each Member. The current 

ES will be present to provide support to the panel if requested by the Chair. 

 

The interviews will be conducted in English, either in-person or online via Zoom, 

depending on the practicalities at the time. The Chair of the interview panel will 

decide which approach to use after consulting with Members. Two interviews will be 

conducted each day and it is assumed that each interview will last for approximately 

1-1.5 hours. 

 

It is envisaged that all prepared interview questions will be read out by the Chair. This 

will be the most efficient approach for an on-line interview. To assist with this 

process, interview panel members are asked to send any questions they have to the 

Chair at least two weeks prior to the interviews. The Chair may amalgamate similar 

questions from different panellists and may add additional questions. About one week 

before the interviews, the Chair will send panellists a copy of all the questions that the 

Chair will ask. All interview questions will be treated as being confidential to the 

panel. During each interview, panellists will be allowed to ask follow-up questions of 

each candidate. 

 

Once the interviews are complete, a final Zoom session will be held to select the 

preferred candidate. Selection of the preferred candidate will be by consensus of the 

 
1 Giving “5” to each Member’s top ranked candidate and “1” to their fifth ranked candidate. 



panellists present at this selection session. Second and third preferences will also be 

decided by the panel in case the preferred candidate does not accept the offer. 

 

(9) Notification to successful candidate  

The current ES will notify the preferred candidate and offer the ES position to that 

candidate. If that candidate declines the offer, the current ES will contact the second 

and third (if necessary) preferences of the selection panel. The Chair will sign a 

contract with the successful candidate. 

 



  Attachment 7 

 

Report of the Finance and Administration Committee 

 

Mr Dominic Vallières (New Zealand) agreed to chair the Finance and Administration 

Committee (FAC). The FAC was tasked with the following agenda:  

• Revision of the 2021 budget;  

• Drafting of the 2022 budget; and  

• Drafting of the indicative budgets for 2023 and 2024 

 

The revised budget for 2021 

The Executive Secretary provided a summary of the 2021 revised budget prior to the 

meeting and FAC Members were asked to provide initial comments at that time. 

Details of the revised budget are also outlined in CCSBT-EC/2110/05. The revision 

incorporates actual income and expenditure together with forecast income and 

expenditure for the remainder of the year.  

Expenditures for 2021 are forecast to total $2,331,000, which is a 21.2% decrease on 

the amount approved for 2021. Once again, this year, many of the reduced 

expenditures were a direct result of the global pandemic and its impact on the 

operations of this Commission (e.g., the replacement of physical meetings with virtual 

forums). 

All Members have paid their 2021 contributions to the CCSBT in full and the only 

outstanding amount that remains is the $5,539 owed by South Africa to repay the 

Secretariat’s purchase of CDS tags in 2021.  

The forecasted income for the Extended Commission was slightly lower than 

anticipated due to a reduction in returns from the Staff Assessment Levy1 and a 

reduction on returns from investments due to reduced interest rates. 

Members of the FAC thanked the Secretariat for the revised budget and endorsed it. 

The FAC recommends that the Extended Commission note the revised budget for 

2021 at Annex A. 

 

Draft budget for 2022 

The FAC considered the proposed budgets outlined in CCSBT-EC/2110/06, which 

includes funding for the CCSBT’s usual business.  

This draft budget has been developed under the assumption that, with the exception of 

the March 2022 ERSWG meeting, physical meetings will resume in 2022. However, 

 
1 The Staff Assessment Levy appears on both the income and expenditure side of the budget and 

therefore has no net effect. 



the FAC recognises that these expenses will be significantly lower if Members are 

once again forced to use virtual means to meet. 

In its presentation of the draft 2022 budget, the Executive Secretary noted that current 

contribution levels are not sufficient to cover the annual running costs of the CCSBT 

and that the freeze on Member contributions that was suggested at last year’s FAC 

can only be achieved by using carry-over and savings from previous years. However, 

the savings available to the Commission will not sustain this practice and an increase 

in Member contributions will be required in 2023 and beyond. 

Members of the FAC expressed concerns about the potential fiscal risks associated 

with the current disparity between income and revenue and chose to explore a number 

of differing scenarios for Member contributions.  

Members of the FAC considered three potential scenarios for Member contributions: 

an increase of 1%; an increase of 2%; and a scenario which retains the current 

contribution level. Some Members expressed a strong preference for a 2% increase 

noting the Executive Secretary’s comments regarding current expenses exceeding 

income. One Member requested additional time to consult with their finance officials 

and asked that the final decision on Member contributions level be deferred to 

plenary. 

The draft budget for 2022, presented in paper CCSBT-EC/2110/06,  

contained $139,331 more expenditure than the interim draft budget for 2022 that was 

provided in Circular #2021/051. This increased expenditure was related to the 

inclusion of the following new items from the updated Extended Scientific Committee 

(ESC) workplan: 

• An eTagging design study; 

• Participation of the CPUE consultant at the OMMP meeting; 

• Deferring OMMP maintenance and development work from 2021 to 2022; 

• Increasing the effort for development of the CPUE series in 2022; and 

• A workshop to progress the Scientific Research Planning process. 

In addition to the above, some expenditures related to Secretariat staff leave were 

deferred from 2021 to 2022. 

Indonesia asked that Members consider making funding available to support the 

participation of developing States at technical meetings (e.g. ERSWG and OMMP) 

noting that other RFMOs have established such mechanisms. Members asked for 

greater detail around this proposal including on the potential eligibility criteria that 

would be applied in order to access these funds. Indonesia agreed to develop a paper 

ahead of the next EC to better define the proposal. 

In discussion with the Chair of the ESC, the FAC considered the proposed workplan 

from the ESC. The ESC Chair provided additional context to FAC members, focusing 

primarily on the eTagging design study and its relative importance to the wider 

research program and associated potential benefits. 



Members of the FAC recognised the potential benefits of this work to the wider 

science process but also expressed some reservations about the financial impacts it 

could carry both now and potentially in future years.  

Some Members were inclined to defer the project for a year noting the work taking 

place more broadly on the development of a Scientific Research Plan while others 

expressed a preference for immediate inclusion of the design study within the 2022 

budget. Ultimately, FAC members were unable to reach consensus on either of these 

two options and we now ask that the final decision be made in plenary. 

The budget for 2022 assumes that interviews for the Executive Secretary position will 

be conducted virtually. However, the Extended Commission has agreed that the 

interviews may be conducted in-person depending on the practicalities at the time. 

This would result in additional costs to fly interviewees (and potentially the Executive 

Secretary) to New Zealand and to provide their accommodation. The FAC 

recommends that the Executive Secretary be authorised to make these payments, 

which would exceed the budget, if it is decided to hold in-person interviews. 

 

The FAC recommends that the Extended Commission approve the 2022 General 

Budget as set out in Annex B to this document noting that a final decision on both 

Member contributions and the eTagging design project will need to be made in 

plenary.  

 

Indicative budgets for 2023 and 2024 

The FAC was also asked to consider indicative budgets for the two years beyond the 

upcoming budget. 

Most expenses within the indicative budgets represent ongoing commitments and did 

not require significant change from the FAC with the exception of a potential 

additional meeting of the ERSWG in 2023  

Members of the FAC did note the general uncertainty related to this Commission’s 

ability to hold physical meetings and its potential impact on estimated costs. The FAC 

has currently budgeted future meetings under the assumption that physical meetings 

will become the norm once again but recognises that savings will occur should this 

Commission require virtual meetings. 

The FAC wishes to highlight that under all the funding scenarios considered, an 

increase of Member contributions will be required from 2023 onwards unless 

significant reductions in expenses are achieved.The FAC recommends that the 

Extended Commission note the indicative 2023 and 2024 budgets as set out in Annex 

B recognising once more that the final decision in plenary on the eTagging design 

study may influence its final composition. 
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Attachment 10 

Resolution to Align CCSBT’s Ecologically Related Species measures 

with those of other tuna RFMOs 
(Updated at the Twenty Eighth Annual Meeting – 11-13 October 2021) 

The Extended Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna, 

Recalling the decision made at the 5th Strategy and Fisheries Management Working 

Group Meeting to develop a binding Ecological Related Species (ERS) measure for 

Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) Members 

without duplicating the effort of other tuna RFMOs by creating a CCSBT Resolution 

that requires CCSBT Members to follow the ERS measures of other relevant tuna 

RFMOs, 

Noting the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation 

and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks and the 

need to cooperate and ensure consistency between conservation and management 

measures in the different tuna regional fisheries management organisations, 

Concerned that some seabird species, notably some albatrosses and petrels, are 

threatened with global extinction, 

Mindful that fishing for Southern Bluefin Tuna can also cause incidental harm to other 

species such as sea turtles, sharks and cetaceans, 

Further recalling the requirement in Article 5(2) of the Convention for the 

Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna that the Parties shall expeditiously provide to 

the CCSBT data on, inter alia, ecologically related species, 

Determined to mitigate incidental harm to ecologically related species caused by fishing 

for Southern Bluefin Tuna, 

Noting the importance of harmonising conservation and management measures with 

other organisations responsible for managing international fisheries, as agreed at the 

Kobe Meeting of Joint Tuna RFMOs on 26 January 2007, 

Reaffirming the recommendation at the seventh meeting of the Ecologically Related 

Species Working Group (ERSWG) held in Tokyo from 3 to 6 July 2007, that Members 

and Cooperating Non-Members will provide national reports on their interactions with 

ecologically related species in Southern Bluefin Tuna fisheries to the ERSWG, 

Agrees in accordance with paragraph 3(b) of Article 8, that: 

1. For the purposes of this CCSBT Resolution:

a) the ‘Area of Competence of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission’ is that

described in Article 2 of the Agreement for the Establishment of the Indian

Ocean Tuna Commission;



b) the ‘Convention Area of the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 

Commission’ is that described in Article 3 of the Convention on the 

Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western 

and Central Pacific Ocean;  

c) the ‘Convention Area of the International Commission for the Conservation of 

Atlantic Tunas’ is that described in Article 1 of the International Convention 

for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas;  

d) An Area defined in paragraphs a) – c) above is an “Area of Competence” and 

are collectively the “Areas of Competence”;  

e) ‘ERS Measures’ mean all measures relating to ecologically related species in 

force in the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), the Western and Central 

Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC), the International Commission for the 

Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), as adopted and amended from time 

to time, as contained in Annex I; 

f) Member or Cooperating Non-Member means a Member or Cooperating Non-

Member of the Extended Commission of the CCSBT. 

 

2. This Resolution shall apply to all vessels on the ‘CCSBT Record of fishing vessels 

authorised to fish for Southern Bluefin Tuna’ in the Areas of Competence. Each 

Member and Cooperating Non-Member shall ensure that such vessels flying its flag 

and fishing for Southern Bluefin Tuna in an Area of Competence comply with all 

ERS Measures in force in that Area of Competence (whether or not the Member or 

Cooperating Non-Member is a member of the tuna RFMO in which the ERS 

Measures were adopted). 

 

3. When fishing outside Areas of Competence, Members and Cooperating Non-

Members shall use Tori lines in all long-line SBT fisheries below 30 degrees south. 

 

4. Where Areas of Competence overlap, Members and Cooperating Non-Members 

shall elect which applicable RFMO’s ERS Measures to apply.  

 

5. Each Member and Cooperating Non-Member shall ensure that effective action is 

taken in response to a vessel flying its flag that fails to comply with the obligations 

contained in the ERS Measures when fishing for Southern Bluefin Tuna in an Area 

of Competence. If a Member or Cooperating Non-Member of the Extended 

Commission undertakes fishing for Southern Bluefin Tuna in an Area of 

Competence of a Convention of which it is not a Member, that Member or 

Cooperating Non-Member shall report, if any, such actions relating to the relevant 

ERS Measures to the Compliance Committee of the CCSBT, unless the compliance 

of that Member or Cooperating Non-Member with such ERS measures is assessed 

in the appropriate body of that Convention.  

 

6. The CCSBT secretariat will annually update the list of ERS Measures contained in 

Annex I before the CCSBT Extended Commission Meeting according to any 

decisions taken on ecologically related species at the Annual Meetings of the IOTC, 

WCPFC, and ICCAT. 

 



7. Except in the case of WCPFC, Members and Cooperating Non-Members that have 

formally objected to an ERS Measure in the relevant tuna RFMO, and who, by 

reason of that formal objection and the operation of the tuna RFMO’s decision-

making rules, are not bound by that ERS Measure, are exempted from applying that 

ERS Measure when fishing for Southern Bluefin Tuna in the applicable Area of 

Competence. In the case of WCPFC, Members and Cooperating Members that have 

sought a review of a decision on an ERS measure in accordance with Article 20, 

paragraph 6 of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly 

Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean are exempted from 

applying that ERS Measure when fishing for Southern Bluefin Tuna in the 

applicable Area of Competence until the Measure becomes binding. 

 

8. The Secretariat shall annually present a report to the CCSBT Compliance 

Committee on the implementation of the ERS Measures, for the sole purpose of the 

provision of information for Members and Cooperating Non-Members.  

  



Annex I: The ERS Measures 

Area of Competence of the IOTC 

a) Resolution 12/04 On the conservation of marine turtles; 

b) Resolution 12/06 On reducing the incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline 

fisheries; 

c) Resolution 12/09 On the conservation of thresher sharks (family Alopiidae) 

caught in association with fisheries in the IOTC area of competence; 

d) Resolution 13/04 On the conservation of cetaceans; 

e) Resolution 13/05 On the conservation of whale sharks (Rhincodon typus); 

f) Resolution 13/06 On a scientific and management framework on the 

conservation of shark species caught in association with IOTC managed 

fisheries; 

g) Resolution 17/05 On the conservation of sharks caught in association with 

fisheries managed by IOTC; 

h) Resolution 18/02 On management measures for the conservation of blue shark 

caught in association with IOTC fisheries; 

i) Resolution 19/03 On the conservation of mobulid rays caught in association 

with fisheries in the IOTC Area of Competence); 

Convention Area of the WCPFC 

j) Resolution 2018/03 - Conservation and Management Measure to mitigate the 

impact of fishing for highly migratory fish stocks on seabirds; 

k) Resolution 2018/04 - Conservation and Management Measure of Sea Turtles; 

l) Resolution 2019/04 - Conservation and Management Measure for Sharks; 

m) Resolution 2019/05 - Conservation and Management Measure on Mobulid Rays 

Caught in Association with Fisheries in the WCPFC Convention Area; 

Convention Area of the ICCAT 

n) Resolution  95-02 on cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations (FAO) with regard to study on the status of stocks and 

by-catches of shark species; 

o) Resolution 03-10 on the shark fishery; 

p) Recommendation 04-10 concerning the conservation of sharks caught in 

association with fisheries managed by ICCAT; 

q) Resolution 05-08 on circle hooks; 

r) Supplemental Recommendation 07-06 Concerning Sharks; 

s) Recommendation 07-07 on Reducing Incidental By-Catch of Seabirds in 

Longline Fisheries; 

t) Recommendation 09-07 on the Conservation of Thresher Sharks Caught in 

Association with Fisheries in the ICCAT Convention Area; 



u) Recommendation 10-06 on Atlantic Shortfin Mako Sharks Caught in 

Association with ICCAT Fisheries; 

v) Recommendation 10-07 by ICCAT on the Conservation of Oceanic Whitetip 

Sharks caught in Association with fisheries in the ICCAT Convention Area; 

w) Recommendation 10-08 on Hammerhead Sharks (family Sphyrnidae) caught in 

Association with Fisheries Managed by ICCAT; 

x) Recommendation 10-09 on the By-catch of Sea Turtles in ICCAT Fisheries; 

y) Recommendation 11-08 on the Conservation of Silky Sharks Caught in 

Association with ICCAT Fisheries; 

z) Supplemental Recommendation 11-09 on Reducing Incidental By-Catch of 

Seabirds in ICCAT Longline Fisheries; 

aa) Recommendation 11-10 on Information Collection and Harmonization of Data 

on By-catch and Discards in ICCAT Fisheries; 

bb) Recommendation 13-10 on Biological Sampling of Prohibited Shark Species 

by Scientific Observers; 

cc) Recommendation 13-11 Amending Recommendation 10-09 on the By-Catch of 

Sea Turtles in ICCAT Fisheries; 

dd) Recommendation 14-06 on Shortfin Mako Caught in Association with ICCAT 

Fisheries; 

ee) Recommendation 15-06 on Porbeagle Caught in Association with ICCAT 

Fisheries.  



Attachment 11 

 

Draft Agenda 

Fourteenth meeting of the Ecologically Related Species Working Group 

21 – 25 March 2022 

Online 

 

 

1.  Opening 

1.1 Adoption of the Agenda 

1.2 Adoption of Document List 

1.3 Appointment of Rapporteurs 
Members will be asked to nominate rapporteurs for agenda items 4-6.  In addition, 

presenters of papers will be asked to provide a brief paragraph for papers they have 

presented (excluding annual reports) for inclusion in the report of the meeting. 

 

2. Annual reports 
Members will prepare and provide annual reports to the ERSWG in accordance with the agreed 

template.  Reports are expected to contain all information specified in the template. In accordance 

with the ERSWG’s workplan, the Secretariat will use Members’ data to also produce Table 1 from 

the template as a trial. It will be assumed that reports have been read by participants prior to the 

meeting, so this agenda item will be reserved for questions of clarification regarding the reports. 

2.1 Members 

2.2 Secretariat report on the ERSWG Data Exchange 
The Secretariat will provide summaries of the data from the annual ERSWG Data 

Exchange1. This agenda item also provides an opportunity to consider changes in relation to 

the data exchange process and associated information. 

 

3. Reports of meetings and/or outcomes of other organisations relevant to the ERS 

Working Group 
All organisations with long terms observer status for CCSBT ERSWG meetings (see 

https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/attendance-meetings-observers) will be invited to attend and to 

present a report to the meeting.  Members and observers may also present relevant meeting reports 

from organisations not present at the ERSWG meeting. The ERSWG will consider relevant 

recommendations of these reports.  

 

4. Review of progress with the work program from ERSWG 13  
The work program from ERSWG 13 is provided at Attachment A. The ERSWG will review progress 

with the work program..  

 

5. Information and advice on ERS  
This is the key agenda item to progress the assessment of the risks to ERS posed by fishing for SBT 

and the effects of ERS on the condition of the SBT stock, and to provide advice on any measures 

that might be needed for the mitigation of risks. Members and observers are requested to develop 

and submit papers in advance of the meeting on the following agenda items.   

 
1 Members that wish to conduct their own analysis of these data can obtain an amalgamated spreadsheet of these 

data from the “ERSWG Data Exchange” section of the “General Private Area” of the CCSBT website. A highly 

aggregated public version of the data is available at https://www.ccsbt.org/userfiles/file/data/ERSWG_Data.xlsx.  

 

https://www.ccsbt.org/userfiles/file/templates/Annual%20Report%20to%20ERSWG.docx
https://www.ccsbt.org/userfiles/file/templates/Annual%20Report%20to%20ERSWG.docx
https://www.ccsbt.org/en/content/attendance-meetings-observers
https://www.ccsbt.org/userfiles/file/data/ERSWG_Data.xlsx


5.1 Seabirds 

5.1.1 Information on stock status 
In accordance with standing instructions, the Secretariat will request ACAP and 

Birdlife International to provide updated information on the seabirds likely to be 

caught by SBT fisheries, including population status summaries and reviews of 

mitigations measures. 

5.1.2 Estimates of ERS mortality and associated uncertainty 
This agenda item provides an opportunity to consider methods for estimating total 

seabird mortality and for reviewing any mortality estimates provided by Members. 

5.1.3 Ecological risk assessment 
The ERSWG 13 work program specifies that New Zealand will lead work, with 

collaboration from Members, to update the seabird Ecological Risk Assessment, 

together with updated identification of high-risk areas for ERSWG 14. The ERSWG 

will review the outcome of this work. 

5.1.4 Assessment and advice on mitigation measures 
This is a standing item on the ERSWG agenda for the ERSWG to review current 

measures and provide advice on any changes that might be needed.  

5.1.5 Use of new 5*5 by quarter data 
The ERSWG 13 work program specifies that New Zealand will investigate the use of 

the new 5*5 by quarter data provided for the modified ERSWG Data Exchange, for 

analyses of issues relating to seabird bycatch. 

5.1.6 Seabird species identification 
Updates on any improvements in seabird identification practices or methodology. 

5.1.7 Multi-year seabird strategy 
ERSWG 13 developed the overall objective and five specific objectives for the CCSBT 

Multi-year Seabird Strategy. CCSBT 26 adopted these objectives. ERSWG 13’s work 

program specifies that Australia, with collaboration from all Members, will develop a 

revised draft list of strategic actions under each of the specific objectives of the 

Multi-year seabird strategy for ERSWG 14.  The ERSWG will discuss the draft 

strategic actions. 

5.2 Sharks 

5.2.1 Information on stock status 
Members should provide information on the stock status of shark species relevant to 

the CCSBT. 

5.2.3 Estimates of ERS mortality and associated uncertainty 
This agenda item provides an opportunity to consider methods for estimating total 

shark mortality and for reviewing any mortality estimates provided by Members. 

5.3 Other ERS 
Members and observers are encouraged to present information concerning the impacts of 

fishing for SBT on other ERS such as sea turtles and marine mammals etc.  

 

6. Education and public relations activities 
This is a highly important agenda item to ensure full implementation of agreed mitigation 

measures. Education and public relation activities conducted by Members should be covered under 

agenda item 2, so they should not need to be discussed here.  This agenda item is intended for 

discussion of any new activities that should be conducted by the CCSBT to enhance mitigation 

and/or data collection in relation to ERS. This will include an update on the “Project proposal for 

enhancing education on and implementation of Ecologically Related Species seabird measures 

within CCSBT fisheries” which has been developed jointly between the CCSBT and BirdLife 

International. 

 

https://www.ccsbt.org/sites/ccsbt.org/files/userfiles/file/docs_english/general/Attachment07_from_report_of_ERSWG13.pdf
https://www.ccsbt.org/sites/ccsbt.org/files/userfiles/file/docs_english/general/Attachment07_from_report_of_ERSWG13.pdf


7. Consideration of recommendations from the Performance Review of the CCSBT 
The report of the CCSBT Performance Review is scheduled to be submitted on 1 March 2022. The 

ERSWG will consider recommendations relating to ERS and provide the EC with feedback from the 

ERSWG on these specific recommendations. 

 

8. How to improve the CCSBT’s focus on seabird bycatch 
EC28 agreed that ERS bycatch, in particular seabirds, was an important issue that needed more 

focus, and annual ERSWG meetings would help to provide that. Some Members noted that this 

would be an extra burden on relevant officials and scientists and they were not ready to agree to 

annual meetings. It was also noted that virtual meetings could complement physical meetings to 

help reduce costs. The EC requested that the ERSWG consider the need for annual meetings and 

provide advice to the EC on how CCSBT’s focus on ERS can be improved, particularly on seabird 

bycatch. 

 

9. Future work program 
The ERSWG will develop an updated work program from matters raised during the previous 

agenda items together with any additional work items that need to be considered. 

 

10. Other business 
 

11. Referral of ERS matters for consideration by CCSBT subsidiary bodies 
This agenda item is for matters that the ERSWG considers should be specifically referred to other 

subsidiary bodies of the CCSBT.   

 

12. Recommendations and advice to the Extended Commission 
The ERSWG will develop a list of recommendation and advice to the Extended Commission from 

matters raised during the previous agenda items. 

 

13. Conclusion 

13.1. Adoption of meeting report 

13.2. Recommendation on timing of the next meeting 

13.3. Close of meeting 

  



Attachment A 

 

ERSWG 13 Workplan 
(An additional column has been added to the workplan to indicate where each item will be 

discussed within the ERSWG 14 Agenda. The default agenda item for discussion of workplan 

activities is agenda item 4 unless there is a more appropriate agenda item for the specific 

content) 

Activity Approximate 

Period 

Resource Proposed 

ERSWG14 

Agenda 

Item 

1. Refine the proposal “to enhance the 

implementation of ERS measures through 

outreach/education and to verify compliance 

with measures”. 

CC 14 BirdLife, 

Secretariat, 

Members 

6 

2. Provide the Report of ERSWG13 to the 

other tuna RFMOs when it is made public. 

November 

2019 

Secretariat 4 

3. Share documents, formats and procedures 

for observer and electronic monitoring, 

seabird bycatch data collection through a 

centralised portal, e.g. the Bycatch 

Mitigation Information System hosted by 

WCPFC. 

July 2020 Members, 

Secretariat 

4 

4. Provide revised historical data for the EDE 

that includes all mortalities (i.e. both discard 

mortalities and retained commercial catch). 

July 2020 Australia, 

Korea 

4 

5. Provide 2019 EDE data in accordance with 

the new EDE template. Members are also 

encouraged to voluntarily provide revised 

historical data in the same format. 

July 2020 All Members 2.2 

6. Translate the ACAP seabird species 

identification guide into key languages (e.g. 

Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, and 

Taiwanese) and by establishing a reference 

library of seabird bycatch photographs to 

assist observers in identifying bycaught 

seabirds to specific levels. 

July 2020 CCSBT and 

ACAP 

Secretariats, 

Indonesia, 

Korea, Japan, 

and Taiwan 

5.1.6 

7. Customise ACAP guidelines for 

photographing and sampling dead bycaught 

seabirds for DNA, as an additional aid to 

identifying seabirds to specific levels. The 

ACAP guides to photographing dead 

seabirds and collecting feather samples for 

DNA analysis provide a template for the 

improved procedures and methods. 

December 

2020 

CCSBT and 

ACAP 

Secretariats 

5.1.6 

8. Trial production of Table 1 of the revised 

ERSWG annual report template for each 

Member. 

ERSWG 14 Secretariat, 

Members 

2 

9. Develop a template for summarising the key 

points of the ERSWG report that could be 

provided to other tuna RFMOs in the future. 

ERSWG 14 Chair, 

Secretariat 

4 

10. Investigate the use of the new 5*5 by quarter 

to be provided for the modified ERSWG 

Data Exchange, for analyses of issues 

relating to seabird bycatch. 

ERSWG 14 New Zealand 5.1.5 



Activity Approximate 

Period 

Resource Proposed 

ERSWG14 

Agenda 

Item 

11. Update the seabird Ecological Risk 

Assessment, together with updated 

identification of high-risk areas. 

ERSWG 14  New Zealand 

lead with 

collaboration 

from Members 

5.1.3 

12. Develop a revised draft list of strategic 

actions under each of the specific objectives 

of the Multi-year seabird strategy. 

ERSWG 14 Australia with 

collaboration 

from all 

Members 

5.1.7 
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