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Activities with Other Organisations 

 

Purpose 

To receive reports from meetings of other RFMOs, agree on the CCSBT observers to attend 

meetings of other RFMOs during 2024, and to consider any other relevant activities with 

other organisations.   

 

(1) CCSBT Observers at non-CCSBT meetings 

CCSBT Members act as the CCSBT observer at RFMO meetings of interest (e.g. tuna 

RFMOs and CCAMLR1), and the observing Member provides a report back to the CCSBT 

on matters of relevance in order to improve coordination with other RFMOs. The following 

Members were nominated at CCSBT 29 to observe the next series of RFMO annual 

meetings: 

• Korea to observe meetings of WCPFC2; 

• New Zealand to observe meetings of CCAMLR; 

• Indonesia to observe meetings of IOTC3; 

• Japan to observe meetings of ICCAT4; and 

• Taiwan to observe meetings of IATTC5. 

 

These CCSBT observers may have matters of relevance to report back to the CCSBT. 

 

The EC should confirm which Members will act as CCSBT observers to the next series of 

RFMO annual meetings. 

 

(2)  Arrangement between CCSBT and CCAMLR 

CCSBT and CCAMLR entered into a formal three-year cooperative arrangement during 

November 2012.  A modified Arrangement between CCAMLR and CCSBT was executed on 

30 October 2015, and this was then renewed on 14 January 2019.  The Arrangement was 

reviewed once more at CCSBT 29 and a decision was made to renew the Arrangement with 

CCAMLR in its current form, providing that the annual CCAMLR meeting also agrees to 

renew the Arrangement. 

 

Members of CCAMLR also supported the renewal of the Arrangement at their annual 

meeting and the arrangement was formally renewed on 1 May 2023. A copy of the current 

Arrangement is provided for Members at Attachment A. 

 
1 Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources. 
2 Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission. 
3 Indian Ocean Tuna Commission. 
4 International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. 
5 Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission. 

 

 



 

(3)  United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 

 

There has been a significant increase in the level of engagement between the Secretariat and 

the FAO in the last year with the start of the current phase of the Common Oceans Program 

and in particular the Tuna Project element within that program.  

 

The Secretariat anticipates that this increased engagement will continue in coming years 

given that the CCSBT is one of the Project Partners for the Tuna Project and the lead for the 

Seabird Project component.  

 

The Tuna Project aims to improve tuna fisheries management, tackle IUU fishing, and reduce 

the impacts of tuna fisheries on the environment. The CCSBT has an interest in all of the 

areas defined by the project and in certain areas is seen as a leader amongst tuna RFMOs. 

 

(4)  Collaboration with IATTC and WCPFC Northern Committee on eCDS 

 

The CCSBT has been approached by Mr Shingo Ota in his role as the Chair of the Catch 

Documentation Scheme Technical Meeting, which is a subsidiary body of the joint IATTC 

and WCPFC Northern Committee Working Group on the Management of Pacific Bluefin 

Tuna (JWG). A copy of this letter is provided at Attachment B. 

 

The JWG is seeking technical support from the CCSBT in the development of its electronic 

Pacific Bluefin Tuna Catch Documentation. The support requested includes the sharing of 

resources developed by the CCSBT for its eCDS system. The Secretariat has responded to the 

JWG confirming that we would gladly share our experiences to date but that we were unable 

to provide technical resources (i.e. coding) from the eCDS without the prior consent of the 

SPC who hold the intellectual property for the TUFFMAN 2 platform on which the eCDS 

operates.  

 

Discussions are now underway between the various parties involved to develop an instrument 

that would allow technical sharing while recognising the SPC contribution to date. The 

Secretariat will continue to support and engage in these discussions that are to the benefit of 

all organisations involved and our shared stakeholders. 

 

(5) Convention on Biodiversity Secretariat 

 

The Secretariat has had some preliminary engagement with the Convention on Biodiversity 

Secretariat through its Sustainable Oceans Initiative Global Dialogue with Regional Seas 

Organizations and Regional Fisheries Bodies. These discussions are focused on 

understanding the role and impact on CCSBT from the implementation of the BBNJ Treaty. 

 

As the terms of implementation are being developed, it is important that the CCSBT remain 

engaged in these discussions given the potential impact that some of the proposed processes 

could have on its operations. The requirement to consult with Regional Fisheries Bodies on 

Area Based Management Tools (including Marine Protected Areas) is of particular 

significance for the CCSBT.  

 

 

Prepared by the Secretariat 
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