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Summary

Japan has been implementing archival tags to southern bluefin tuna during the trolling
surveys. In 2026, we released 101 and 25 southern bluefin tuna with archival tags in the trolling
survey and the age-0 distribution survey, respectively. Each member scientist will be asked to

cooperate if there are any reports of recaptures.
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1. Introduction
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Japan has released SBT with archival tags in the recruitment trolling survey and the age-0
distribution survey (Itoh 2026a, 2026b). Archival tags require that the fish be recaptured and
reported by the finder. When a fisherman from a CCSBT Member recaptures a fish, the reporter
may contact the CCSBT Secretariat, but may also contact a research institution in each Member.
This document summarizes the recent release status of our archival tags, makes everyone

aware of the situation, and asks for your cooperation in reporting recaptures.

2. Detail of archival tag release
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The release status since 2020 is summarized in Table 1. Similar scale releases have been
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conducted before 2019. Most of the releases were conducted off the south coast of Western
Australia in the trolling surveys, while some were done off the west coast of Western Australia
in the age-0 distribution survey. In 2026, products from two companies were used. One was the
LAT2810L manufactured by Lotek Wireless Inc. of Canada (Fig. 1). The other was the C8X
manufactured by Biologging Solutions Inc. of Japan (Fig. 2). Both have similar performance.
Depth, ambient water temperature, visceral temperature, and light intensity are measured
every 15 seconds, and the data is recorded for 3-4 years until the battery runs out. Even after

the battery runs out, the data is retained because it uses flash memory.

The label enclosed in the archival tag has the following written in Japanese, English, and

Indonesian.

KEEEIRMTIERT FRA
R T IR IXAE T 2-12-4
CCSBT (JAPAN)

PO Box 37 Deakin West
ACT, Australia

TEL (61) 2 6282 8396
Perekam tag, Hadiah

The sequential process of implementing archival tags is shown in Fig. 3. To implement the tags,
a knife was used to cut the abdomen 1-2 c¢m forward from approximately 3 cm diagonally
forward from the anus (1 cm off the midline). The archival tag was inserted into the abdominal
cavity, and the wound was not sutured. The time from when the fish was brought on board to
when the tag was implemented and released into water was an average of 1 minute and 20

seconds, as measured later from the video footage.

In 2026, for SBT in the trolling survey with more than 40 cm in fork length (FL), one CCSBT
conventional tag was attached to the base of the second dorsal fin to increase the detection rate.
For fish less than 40 cmFL in the 2026 trolling survey, as well as all fish in the age-0 distribution
survey, conventional tags were not attached because the conventional tags are relatively large

compared to the body, and the priority was given to increasing the survival rate.

Of the 118 fish released in 2020, four have been reported to have been recaptured so far. Two
recaptures have been reported for fish released after 2023. If there are any reports of recaptures,

please contact Japan or the CCSBT Secretariat.
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Figure 1 LAT2810L of Lotek

Photos were taken by the author in 2025. See more details at https://www.lotek.com/products/lat2000-

series/

ACT, Austraha

TEL(61) 2 6282 8396
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Figure 2 C8X of Biologging Solutions Inc.

Photos were taken by the author in 2025. See more details at https://biologging-solutions.com/en/
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Figure 3 Process of implementing archival tags to southern bluefin tuna

The photos go from top left to bottom left, then top right to bottom right. Photos were cut

from footage taken in the 2025 trolling survey.
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Table 1

CCSBT-ESC/2508/25

Archival tags implemented in southern bluefin tuna and released from the

trolling survey in the recent three years

Survey Year N FL.min FL.max FL.mean Product Conventional tag
Trolling 2020 118 45 79 51.0 Lotek_LAT2810L(3157-4292) not attached
Lotek_ARCGEO-13TS (2370-2392; n=18)
Lotek_ARCGEO-9TS (2328-2397; n=40)
Trolling 2023 104 29.7 70 53.4 Lotek_LAT2810 (3195-4746; n=28) not attached
BLS_C6 (2203001-2204001; n=8)
BLS_C7 (2203009-2203018; n=10)
Trolling 2024 40 33 67 43.1 Lotek_LAT2810L(5027-5070) not attached
) Lotek LAT2810L(5172-5184; n=12) One tag near 2nd dorsal fin.
Trolling 2025 97 31 65 49.0
BLS_C8X (2412001-2412097; n=85) CCSBT (665151-665234; n=86)
) Lotek LAT2810L(5392-5498; n=98) One tag near 2nd dorsal fin.
Trolling 2026 101 33 74 48.9
BLS_C8X (2412041-2412057; n=3) CCSBT (665235-665304; n=70)
Age-0 2026 25 38 46 41.0 Lotek_LAT2810L(5499-5529; n=25) not attached

Product column shows Producer_Product (ID.minimum - ID.maximum; n=number of tag).



