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Purpose

HH

To provide an opportunity for discussion by Members on recent activities in the fishery.
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Background
ER

All Members are requested to provide annual reports to the Compliance Committee (CC) and

the Extended Commission (EC) in accordance with the template agreed at CC 19 and adopted

at CCSBT 31 in 2024, which is available at:
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https://www.ccsbt.org/sites/default/files/userfiles/file/templates/Annual CC-
EC Reporting Template.docx

(HAFERR)
https://www.ccsbt.org/sites/default/files/userfiles/file/templates/jp Annual CC-
EC Reporting Template.docx

At the EC meeting, the annual reports will be assumed to have been read. This agenda item is
for questions, comments and follow-up discussion from the CC in relation to the reports.
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The reports for this agenda item are provided as “CCSBT-CC/2610/SBT Fisheries” in the
meeting document list.
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In addition to the general review of SBT fisheries, a sub-agenda item has been included for
Members to report on any projects they have conducted and for subsequent discussion in
relation to these projects. Once more, these may have already been discussed as part of the
preceding Compliance Committee meeting.
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Proposed revisions to the template of the Annual Report to ERSWG and CC/EC
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1. New sub-section on development in stereo video technology
AT VAT FEMOBEFRRIICET % # 2/ EE

In 2025, “the EC requested Australia and other Members to report developments in stereo
video technology, including Al software and other technological developments that may have
applicability to monitoring of transfers in SBT farms, as part of national reports to future
meetings of the Compliance Committee and CCSBT 33.” (paragraph 53 of the report of
EC32)
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To ensure that this request is addressed within the Members’ annual report, the Secretariat
proposes adding a new reporting item “1.5 - Developments in stereo video technology” to

Section 1 of the template for the Annual Report to CC/EC. The specific proposed
amendments are provided in Attachment A.
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2. New sub-section on Ecologically Related Species (ERS)
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The 16™ Meeting of the Ecologically Related Species Working Group (ERSWG 16), held in
Canberra as a hybrid meeting from 3-6 March 2026, recommended the EC to:
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“Establish a process to annually notify Member commitment to a seabird bycatch
mitigation plan in identified high-risk areas to the Secretariat, starting reporting in 2027
including timeframes for implementation. The plan must include at least one of the above
three options. This could include a new section of the annual report reviewed by ERSWG,
and the Compliance Committee (CC) as appropriate, and added as new agenda items in
ERSWG and CC meetings.”
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This recommendation (paragraph 65 of the report of ERSWG 16) will be discussed by the EC
under Agenda item 9.2, together with other recommendations on seabird priority species and
high-risk areas of seabird bycatch within CCSBT fisheries based on the outcomes from the
CCSBT’s Spatially Explicit Fisheries Risk Assessment (SEFRA) and on additional measures



to address high-risk areas of seabird bycatch using the recommended toolbox.
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If the EC agrees to establish this reporting process following the recommendation from
ERSWG 16, the Secretariat suggests that Members notify their commitments to a Seabird
Mitigation Plan on an annual basis by revising the template of the Annual Report to the
ERSWG and CC/EC, as shown in Attachment A and B of this paper, respectively.
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Next Steps
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Considering that the report from the ERSWG and related ERS matters will be discussed
under Agenda ltem 9.2, the Secretariat recommends that the EC:
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1. Review and adopt the revised templates of the Annual Reports shown in Attachment
A and B, with any necessary adjustments, subject to the EC’s decisions on seabird
priority species, high-risk areas of seabird bycatch, and additional measures using the
recommended toolbox; and
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2. Add a new agenda item for future ERSWG and CC meetings on Members’
commitments to their Seabird Bycatch Mitigation Plan in identified high-risk areas,
subject to the EC’s decision.
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Prepared by the Secretariat
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! Recommended toolbox in identified high-risk areas includes Option 1: Improving monitoring requirements (specified levels
of EM or observer placement taking into account scientific literature) - XX% e-monitoring with XX% review rate, or XX%
human observer placement; Option 2: Reducing effort in high-risk areas by XX% (e.g. spatial/temporal limits); and Option 3:
Enhancing mitigation measures when operating in identified high risk areas (e.g. ‘three out of three’, hook-shielding devices,
prioritising night setting), or establishing and delivering on a bycatch limit or rate — noting a minimum monitoring requirement
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