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Purpose 
To discuss the on-going status of Cooperating Non-Members (CNMs).  
 
 
Existing Cooperating Non-Members 
The CCSBT has one Cooperating Non-Member, which is the Philippines.  The Resolution 
establishing the status of Cooperating Non-Membership requires annual confirmation of that 
status after the Extended Commission (EC) has evaluated the performance of CNMs against 
commitments given to the Extended Commission. 
 
The Philippines has been complying with the CCSBT’s monthly catch reporting requirements 
and through this process, the Philippines has reported that it did not catch SBT in 2015, 2016, 
or so far (January to June) in 2017. 
 
When setting the allocation of the SBT Total Allowable Catch for 2018 to 2020, CCSBT 23 
set the Philippines’ allocation to zero.  This decision was made taking into account the lack of 
SBT catches by the Philippines during 2015 and 2016, the non-attendance of the Philippines 
at meetings of the CCSBT from 2014 to 2016, and the absence of national reports from the 
Philippines to any CCSBT meetings during 2016.   
 
CCSBT 23 considered the performance of the Philippines and agreed that: 

• The CNM status of the Philippines be confirmed subject to the below conditions; 
• The Executive Secretary write and send a strongly worded letter to the Philippines 

requesting that it demonstrate its commitment to cooperate as a CCSBT CNM by 
undertaking actions such as responding to the Executive Secretary’s letter, providing 
reports as required, and attending meetings; 

• The Executive Secretary’s letter will specify a date by which the Philippines needs to 
respond, and outline that if no response is received by that date, then CCSBT 
Members will review the Philippines’ CNM status intersessionally (by Circular) and 
subsequently advise the Philippines of their decision with respect to this status. 

 
The Executive Secretary’s letter referred to above is provided at Attachment A.  The 
Philippines’ response was not received by the due date, so the CCSBT conducted an 
intersessional decision making process on whether to continue the Philippines’ CNM status.  
The outcome of that consideration and the subsequent communication of this to the 
Philippines is provided in the letter to the Philippines at Attachment B. 
 
A response was received from the Philippines on 31 July 2017 in a letter from the Philippines 
dated 7 July 2017.  This letter is provided at Attachment C.  In its letter, the Philippines 
acknowledges that it has not been actively participating in the work of the Commission in the 
past years, but that it is committed to continue to cooperate and participate in the future 
activities of the Commission such as attending meetings and submitting required annual 
reports. 
 

 

 



Annual assessments of compliance with CCSBT management measures are conducted by the 
Compliance Committee.  Consequently, for information concerning any current significant 
issues of non-compliance by CNMs, the EC is referred to the report of the 2017 annual 
meeting of the Compliance Committee, which is being held immediately before the annual 
meeting of the EC.  In the interim, Attachments A and B of paper CCSBT-CC/1710/04 
provide information concerning the compliance of both Members and CNMs with CCSBT 
measures (particularly reporting requirements and the TAC).   
 
The Extended Commission is invited to consider the ongoing Cooperating Non-Member 
status of the Philippines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by the Secretariat  
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