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Review of Japanese SBT Fisheries in the 2006 Fishing Season
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Abstract

Japan has introduced the new management system in the SBT fisheries, which
includes individual SBT quota system, from 2006 fishing season.

In the 2006 fishing season, 3693 MT of SBT was caught by Japanese tuna

fishing vessels.
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Appendix 1

Japanese New SBT Fishery Regulation

The followings are outline of our new regulation which executed from 1 April

2006.

= The new regulation introduced an individual SBT quota system for
individual fishing vessel. Initially 142 vessels were allocated individual

quota for 2006 fishing season.

» Itincludes a tagging system that requires Japanese fishermen to tag each
individual SBT caught, and the tag must have a serial number and fishing

vessel’s call sign.

» |t also requires Japanese fishermen to land their SBT at eight designated
ports only, and all SBT landings will be inspected by governmental-official

inspectors from the Fisheries Agency.

= In the new regulation, not only the fishermen, but also companies (i.e.
buyers and sellers) that knowingly purchase or process illegally caught
and landed SBT will be considered to have committed a criminal offence
and will be subject to penalties. The penalties could be up-to 2-years

imprisonment and/or up-to five hundred thousand yen fine.

» In case of serious offenses, the concerned fishermen will be deprived all

SBT quota for over the next five years.



SBT Import Statistics of Japan Appendix 2
Japanese Import of SBT by Country/Area (Fresh=Chilled and Frozen) (unit: kg)
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Australia 3,272,990 3,195,903| 6,125,027 6,256,201| 6,987,421 7,831,621| 8,185,820 8,237,206| 6,368,352 9,748,627| 8,740,606/ 8,609,706
Taiwan 1,276,474| 1,396,915 516,055 1,481,378| 1,611,250 1,357,906| 1,478,751 1,005,656 991,599 1,089,597 765,758 874,689
Korea 75,836 562,573 671,497 1,649,851| 1,056,953 785,426 932,889 954,285 491,446 138,277 51,752 101,252
New Zealand 202,636 128,249 88,640 120,176 213,576 212,316 199,813 240,338 260,731 228,905 147,431 105,945
Indonesia 207,758 317,687 368,634 282,265 310,552 127,012 77,528 181,322 48,825 23,899 23,744

Seychel 1,129 32,435 176,740

Philippines 182 4,415 69,170 15,041 16,197 54,828 44,678 84,897 44,835 7,307
China * 9,183 373 3,738 3,172 15,173 35,004 1,508

South Africa 4,201 2,523
Honduras 146,574 179,918 55,286 144,138 244,423 17,048

Singapore 1,968 43,835 17,199 18,936 21,827 3,423

Guam 680 454 3,673 2,429 1,900

Fiji 445 396 181 972 526

EQ Guinea 130,846 32,258 446

Palau 569 690 1,073 166

Thailand 333 376 645 125

Belize 3,380 9,534 278 91,849 39,580

Combodia 17,301 4,374

Malaysia 271 836

Greece 502

Uruguay 342 102 1,028 186

Tonga 138 162

USA 1,320 2,062

Panama 212,632

Croatia 729 9,980

F.S of Micronesia 195

Maldives 163

New Caledonia 119

Portugal 93

Vanuatu 17,855

France 2,995

Chile 334

Cook Islands 140

Spain 11,061

Tunisia 124 47,144

Toral 5,210,229 5,857,804| 8,059,491 10,203,543| 10,599,691| 10,356,694| 10,926,605 10,865,548| 8,244,836| 11,372,834| 9,774,126] 9,701,422

Source: Japan Trade Statistics, Ministry of Finance

" These figures are believed to be northern bluefin tuna so they should not be considered part of the global SBT catch.
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