CCSBT-ERS/0402/Info10

Efforts to alter longline into environmentally friendly fishing method:
Wisdom contest between fishery and seabirds
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Abstract

Longline fishery has been considered as a relatively environmentally friendly fishing methods.
However, incidental take of seabirds during longline operation has become an international issue,
and regional fishery management committees and international bodies have initiated actions to
reduce incidental take of seabirds in longline fisheries. According to the Japanese National Plans
of Action for Reducing Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline Fishery (NPOA-seabirds), the
Fisheries Research Agency is conducting research and development for the mitigation measures to
avoid incidental mortality of seabirds. A variety of mitigation technique were developed, which
take advantage of feeding ecology of large surface scavenging seabirds. This paper introduces the
wisdom contests between seabirds and fishermen to avoid bait loss and incidental hooking of
seabirds during longline fishing operations. Development and effectiveness of bird-scaring devices,
improvement of sinking rates of baited hooks, and colored baits are explained to raise the awareness

of public readers.
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